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PREFACE.

—

Tue following pages deal with the author's dis-
coveries in the Holy Land, and those recently
made there by others, which throw new light upon
the Bible. His chief qualification for the work lies
in his having enjoyed an official residence at Jeru-
salem for three years, from May 1871 to May
1874. During that time he was called upon to
traverse Palestine in many directions. The manage-
ment of landed property in various parts of the
country afforded him very special facilities for form-
ing a close acquaintance with its natural features
and modern life. Intimate relations with its vari-
ous races, and more particularly with native Jews,
amongst whom Hebrew is still a spoken language,
gave further help. Nor must the advantage derived
from the invaluable aid of the Palestine Exploration
Fund be overlooked. The greater part of the Ord-
nance Survey of Western Palestine, which, to the
Biblical student, is by far the most important
scientific work of this scientific age, was accom-
plished during the period of the author’s residence
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at Jerusalem, and he has watched its progress
throughout.

It was not until his return to England that the
force and bearing of many observations were fully
realised. A second visit to the East was made in
February 1875. Three months were then occupied
by a journey up the Nile throughout the length of
Egypt, and in once more traversing the Land of
Israel. This opportunity served to test carefully
many conclusions, and to widen a former experience.

The various excellent volumes which have hitherto
appeared on this subject deal with Scripture allu-
sions in general. As far as the author is aware,
this is the first attempt to treat in an original
manner of Palestine life as it bears upon those
allusions only which occur by way of figurative
language.

Frequent glances at Hebrew philology, or the
study of the precise meaning of Hebrew words,
could not be avoided. Its claims, in our day, no
student of the Word, however humble, can afford
to forget. It is not less true that no intelligent
layman, albeit unacquainted with a single letter of
the ancient language of Canaan, need doubt for a
moment his full capacity to enter with intense in-
terest and no little profit into many simple branches
of this important study.

The reader will find that all passages which occur
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a8 poetry in the Hebrew Scriptures are uniformly
given in this work in the form of poetical extracts.
He will also find that all the numerous quotations
from both the Old and New Testaments are care-
fully retranslated, wherever the adoption of a more
authentic reading of the text, the employment of a
more accurate rendering of it, or the excision of the
obsolete words or grammatical constructions which
occur in our version have called for an improve-
ment. This has sprung from a twofold purpose—
first, to give in each case, as truthfully as possible,
the very language of inspiration ; and secondly, to
prepare the minds of all for the new revised version
of the Bible now appearing, which, right and neces-
sary as it is, can scarcely fail to prove a shock to
some pious people who have not read the Word of
God in the original.

The attention of those who are charged with the
deeply responsible duty of making the revision of
the Old Testament is respectfully but earnestly
invited to some important renderings suggested in
this work. Some of these are drawn from the
terms for common objects which the writer found
in constant use in all parts of the country. Where
the modern colloquial Arabic spoken in Palestine,
by a people who are now held to be a remnant
of the original Canaanitish nations, retains, as it so
often does, the very same word which we find in
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the Hebrew Scriptures employed in a similar con-
nection, with a precise technical meaning—a mean-
ing which can be consistently and naturally applied
to all, or almost all, the passages where it occurs,
and which, when so applied, gives a new appro-
priateness and beauty to each—can we doubt that
this is the true and accurate meaning which the
Spirit of God intended to convey ?

The indulgent reception given to the author’s
former work on the present of Palestine in relation
to its future, which has now almost run through its
seventh edition, has encouraged him to put forth this
view of its present in relation to its past. May He
who bade us “search the Scriptures” be revealed to
all who peruse these pages. They have been written
throughout to the praise of His name.

OLioaNa HousE, JLELEY, YOREKSRIRE
September 1881.
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PALESTINE EXPLORED.

CHAPTER L
THE BIBLE IN PALESTINE.

“Wny do they on the Sabbath-day that which is
not lawful 2”?! said the Pharisees to Christ with
reference to an act of His disciples. To the mind
of the author in childhood the case afforded a still
graver difficulty. “ Why do they that which is not
lawful upon any day ?” was the anxious inquiry that
haunted him, though he did not dare to express it
openly. The Master with His humble followers had
been passing through fields of ripening corn. These
poor hungry men, seeing the golden ears gleaming
amid their beards of black awns, had plucked them off,
and rubbing out the grain between their palms, bad
satisfied with this simple fare the cravings of appe-
tite. In fact, it seems that the whole company had
made there and then a full repast. Now, in every

1 Mark ii. 24.
A
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part of our country a much less offence than this,
even the plucking of a single ear, would be a mis-
demeanour to be punished by the magistrate, and
that sometimes very severely. The act of our
Saviour's followers, measured by the only standard
of which he knew, amounted to wilful theft. Great
was the perplexity caused by a consideration of the
whole narrative, and great was his gladness in after
years to be permitted to enjoy repeated opportuni-
ties of realising the strict regularity of the whole
proceeding during his residence in the Holy Land.
There the right of a traveller to pluck and eat
his fill of wheat, or even to allow his horse to browse
in passing on the standing crop of barley, is a part
of the time-honoured common law of those truly
hospitable regions. The tillage, lying for miles in
one unbroken stretch with no walls, hedges, or
ditches, renders this privilege both easy and natural,
without involving any trespass. Wheat and barley
in Syria present few of the difficulties experienced
in their culture in more northern lands. Palestine,
next to Egypt, is the very bome of these grains.
Every rocky patch on the hill slopes, which with us
would only be accounted a goat pasture, is there
sown broadcast, and in favourable seasons makes an
astonishingly bountiful return. Hence the unpro-
tected position of arable ground rendering prohibi-
tion difficult, if not impossible, together with the
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proverbial abundance of the crops, have jointly
contributed to establish this charitable custom {rom
the earliest times.

It is, of course, perfectly true that a close
acquaintance with Scripture would have entirely
reconciled the author’s youthful difficulty, short of
,his Syrian experience, for this charter of the stranger
and the poor was incorporated in the law of Moses.
In that statute-book of Palestine we read, © When
thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbour,
then thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand;
but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy neigh-
bour’s standing corn.”! But it is placed here as
one of very many serious difficulties which all have
felt some time or other in reading the Bible, as a
natural consequence of its Oriental and exotic fea-
tures. These difficulties are none the less great
because, as in this instance, through a false sense of
reverence, they sometimes remain unspoken, and
often, contrary to the case in question, could not
possibly be explained by any mere comparison with
other inspired passages.

The Bible is as much an Eastern book as the
“ Arabian Nights’ Entertainment.” It is usual to

1 Deuteronomy xxiii. 25. In the previous verse permission is
given to eat “thy fill of grapes at thine own pleasure” when pass-
ing through a neighbouring vineyard, so long as none are put into

a vesgel to be carried away. This, too, is still a recognised custom
in Palestine,
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speak of the Scriptures as the simplest and plainest
of works. In one sense this is beautifully true.
Man’s ruin, redemption, renewal to holiness, and
resurrection glory with Christ Jesus, are reiterated
again and again, so clearly that the inquiring soul,
taught by the Spirit, cannot err as to these essential
doctrines. Yet they are frequently illustrated and
enforced by figurative language embodying facts,
ideas, and phrases wholly foreign to our daily expe-
rience. Thus the honest and thoughtful reader finds
himself constantly coming upon passages that appear
unintelligible. In a word, the very thoughts and
expressions employed by the inspired writers to
render the subject more lucid are themselves found
to present new and formidable difficulties! And
the reason for this is plain. The traveller who, for
the first time, visits the East—the land and home
of the Bible—finds himself in a new world. It is
not too much to say that almost everything which
surrounds us in England differs from the present life
of Palestine, a life which bears on its simple features
the stamp of a hoary antiquity. This is the full and
simple explanation.

It is not that Moses, or David, or Isaiah, or the
TLord Christ made reference to any abstruse or
unusual matters. Quite the reverse. They drew
their countless allusions from everyday familiar
objects of the very simplest kind, far simpler, as I
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hope to show in the following pages, than many
have supposed. They wrote for the masses. It was
the purpose of the Eternal Spirit to make revelation
exceedingly plain. DBut we are apt to overlook the
significant fact that the Bible was written by East-
erns, in the East, and for Easterns. Indeed, a great
part of it was written exclusively for the use of
Easterns for many ages. The very matters, there-
fore, which made the sacred volume clear to those
to whom it was first addressed, make it in just the
same proportion obscure to us.

The references to Oriental affairs which we meet
with in narrative passages are often, by the help of
the context, rendered comparatively plain. The
largest number of allusions to be met with in Scrip-
ture, however, occur as figures of speech, and as
such are necessarily far less easy to be understood.

Next to a sublime simplicity, which is without
a rival in any writing, and an emphatic repetition
of ideas and phrases, which has been far too little
admired and imitated, nothing perhaps is more cha-
racteristic of Holy Scripture, viewed as a literary
work, than its boundless exuberance of highly figu-
rative language. The Spirit of God, who ever works
with men from their own natural standpoint, speak-
ing through the children of the East as the chosen
instruments of revelation, has breathed upon the
rich imagination of the Orient, and consecrated all
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its inimitable imagery to the service of Jehovah
It is on this account that I have confined my re-
searches to those manners, customs, natural features,
and expressions which are referred to in figurative
language.

We live in sadly sceptical times. Yet let it be
remembered that, in too many instances, the abstract
and unreal treatment of sacred subjects has paved
the way to the present popular worship of doubt
and uncertainty. An excellent method of dealing
with the epidemic of modern unbelief is to make
much of the realistic elements of the Bible. This
healthy study meets Materialism upon its own
ground. The living identity and reality of the
various subjects alluded to in the Bible should now
be set before intelligent men. They should be in-
vited to consider the simple fact that the most
ancient book the world can show, and the ruined
land concerning which most of .it speaks, answer to
one another like the two parts of an indenture.
They should be shown that the very difficulties
and anomalies which that book at first sight pre-
sents are only so many convincing incidental proofs
of its being, at least from a literary standpoint, just
what it claims to be; nay more, that if these grave
surface difficulties were absent, the book could mnot
possibly be genuine !

To take an example of the singular force of this



THE BIBLE IN PALESTINE. 7

argument, let us consider for a moment the highly
damaging objection sometimes urged against Holy
Scripture on the ground of the coarseness of the
expressions it contains, and the handling of subjects
the very mention of which we should account im-
pure. I know that this has been an honest difficulty
to many earnest and sensitive minds. Yet a com-
paratively short residence in Palestine serves to
remove it altogether; and indeed no Eastern could
possibly see any objection whatever on this score.
They still, as in ancient times, use the greatest
plainness of speech throughout the Holy Land. At
first a Western sense of delicacy is greatly shocked.
Things, the very mention of which decency forbids
amongst us, are there spoken of freely before’ womern
and children by people of the highest class, and of
the greatest respectability and refinement. As soon
as one acquires a knowledge of Arabic, which is
virtually but a softer and more copious form of
Hebrew, the ear is assailed by a plain-speaking on
these subjects which is extremely embarrassing until
such time as one becomes accustomed to it. This
explains, however, at once the perfect naturalness
and innocency of the use of expressions and the
mention of matters which our translators have soft-
ened down in some instances, and public readers
have tacitly agreed to omit in otheys. Nay more,
I will go further and boldly say that seeing the
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Bible purports to be an Eastern book, written in the
East, and first—and for long ages only-—addressed
to Easterns, it could not possibly be genuine if
these very matters, which have given rise to such
blasphemous cavils, were absent from its pages !

Again, let us glance at an Old Testament narrative,
which has caused as much of anxiety and perplexity
to sincere believers as of encouragement and triumph
to the enemies of the truth. We read that Sisera,
after his sudden defeat on the east of the plain of
Esdraelon, fled away to the tent of Jael, the wife
of Heber the Kenite. Ashe made towards the now
deserted encampment, where she appears to have
been left alone, she came out and invited him to
enter, and then presented him with “a lordly dish”
of milk, that is, the ordinary wooden bow! of the
country, almost as large as a hand-basin, containing
lébén, or goat’s sour buttermilk, the only milk an
Arab drinks. As soon, however, as he had sunk
into a deep sleep, she took a “ nail of the tent,” one
of the sharp tent-pegs, made of exceedingly hard
wood, and a “hammer,” or huge wooden mallet,
employed to drive these pegs into the ground, both
of which are still in use, and slew Sisera by driving
the tent-peg through his temples.!

1 Judges iv. 17-21. The Hebrew word for “nail " is ‘ID:, yatha,id;
or as it may be yataid, and the precisely similar word in Arabic,
allowing for the rules of transliteration, waleid, is the modern
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Now, even sound evangelical commentators have
not hesitated to denounce this act as one of cruel
treachery and deliberate murder. Viewed in the
light of Bible lands, the crime would be tenfold
more heinous and unnatural. Amongst the nomad
tribes of Palestine and the surrounding deserts the
rites of hospitality are peculiarly sacred and inviol-
able. Base beyond description would that wretch
be accounted who, having first entertained a stranger,
not to say an ally, in “a house of hair,”! afterwards
took his life when he laid down to rest. Yet in the
very next chapter the prophetess Deborah, in a grand
ingpired song, prefaces a recital of this incident with
words of the highest commendation—

¢ Blessed among women be Jael,
The wife of Heber the Kenite,
Blessed let her be among women in the tent.”?

How can the difficulty be reconciled—a difficulty
which has caused the most painful disquietude to
countless tender consciences? The answer is quite
plain, for in Palestine a perfectly natural and satis-
factory explanation at once appears. Jael, left alone
by herself, separated from her husband and his ser-
vants, who appear to have been at a distance with

technical term for the wooden tent-pegs about a foot and a half long,
used for driving into the ground to form attachments for the cords
by which the goat’s-hair tents are stretched and held in position.

1 The Arab name for a tent. ‘2 Judges v. 24.
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the flocks, sees the general of Jabin's forces running
towards her tent, determined to force an entrance.
What could she do to resist an armed and desperate
man ? No other course was possible save to do as
we read she did, namely, put a good face oun the
matter, and ask him in. But the point on which the
narrative turns is this. Sisera had no right to enter
her tent at all. The women’s apartment of an Arab
tent, the only place in it where any privacy exists,
must never, under any circumstances, be entered by
a man. Instances are recorded amongst the Arabs
of a defeated warrior having hidden himself in the
apartments of women; but such a heinous breach
of Eastern etiquette has in each case been followed
by the sentence of death. The insult and wrong
done to Jael from the point of view of a Bedaween
woman was such that, in order to avenge her honour,
her husband or her brother would have been bound
by the unwritten but inflexible code of Eastern law
to take Sisera’s life. She simply became the execu-
tioner of a sentence which some other person would,
under ordinary circumstances, have carried out. This
alters the whole case; and Jael, instead of being a
cruel, lawless, treacherous creature, becomes, from
the only standard by which we have any right to
judge her, a true heroine. It is most interesting to
observe that in Deborah’s inspired commendation
of the conduct of Heber's wife, particular stress is
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laid upon the fact of her being a Bedaween woman,
and acting nobly and righteously from a Bedaween's
point of view—

“Blessed let her be umong women in the tent.”

This could not possibly have been said if it were a case
of treachery or murder in connection with a guest.

There is another fact connected with camp life
in Palestine that came under my own personal
observation, which strengthens the presumption
that, in asking Sisera to enter the tent, Jael, thrown
suddenly into a position of great peril, was only
acting throughout under the pressure of fear and
necessity, and was from the first solely intent upon
defending herself and her reputation by tactics
which any Arab woman would consider lawlul
We are specially told that she went out of her
way to offer him [&bén, or curdled milk. This act
receives strong emphasis in the poetical version of
the story: and not without reason. Lébén is that
delightful preparation of goat’s-milk largely drunk
in Palestine amongst the pastoral tribes. It is
goat’s-milk with the butter left in it made sour,
or curdled, by an artificial process. No more ex-
cellent, wholesome, or medicinal drink is to be
found in a hot country. It possesses in particular
one peculiar and invaluable property. It has a
remarkably soothing anti-feverish effect on the
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nervous system when disordered by fatigue, and
acts as a strong soporific. I have myself expe-
rienced the pleasant sleep-inducing effects of this
beverage. On one occasion, when suffering from
much sleeplessness and nervous excitement brought
on by great fatigue, I partook of it very freely at a
Bedaween camp on the north of the plain of Sharon.
So strong was its action that, after resting for half
an hour, I could only with the greatest difficulty
continue my journey, in consequence of the drowsi-
ness that came over me. Indeed, my first impres-
sion was that the draught must have been drugged,
so sudden and powerful were its narcotic effects.
There can be little doubt that Jael’s purpose in
supplying lébén so liberally to Sisera was to send
him into a sound and deep sleep. If so, then her
conduct throughout appears to have been perfectly
consistent as an attempt to punish in a summary
but lawful way, what in her eyes, and the eyes of
her people, was an unpardonable crime, committed
by a well-known and unscrupulous tyrant who seems
to have trusted for impunity to his high rank.
Once more, the great and to us unnatural fre-
quency with which references to weapons of war
occur in the Hebrew prophets must have struck all
careful readers of the Bible. I was on one occasion

1 T am indebted for the idea of the above explanation to Lieu.
tenant Conder’s Tent Work in Pdlestine, vol. i. p. 133.
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at considerable pains to draw up a complete view of
the different sources from which the various images
employed in the Psalms are derived. I found, upon
classifying every figure of speech which occurs in
this book under its own proper subject heading
that out of the fourteen subjects into which all the
illustrations could be naturally divided, weapons of
war came third in order of frequency. Such a fact
supplies in itself a forcible undesigned coincidence
which may be viewed as a strong proof of the
genuineness of this grand Prayer-book and Hymn-
book of the Universal Church. To the present day
in Palestine almost every man, however quiet his
occupation or disposition, goes about armed, and
while travelling is often armed to the teeth. The
bow and arrows of Bible times, and with them the
shield, have now given place to a very old-fashioned
gun, with the use of which all the male population
are perfectly familiar; and indeed most Syrian
peasants, if allowed an artificial rest for their long,
clumsy fire-arms, command a very deadly aim. The
stout heavy-headed wooden club, the dagger, or
knife, and the sling are everywhere to be seen at
the present day, and so, though less frequently, are
the “ club of iron,” or formidable spiked iron mace,
and the spear, or javelin, these latter mostly car-
ried by Derweeshes. The sword, too, is now a common
weapon amongst all classes of civilians, and one they
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know well how to wield. Endless family feuds,
border warfare, Bedaween raids, and desperate
attacks by robbers, still as of old call these weapons
constantly into use; and so also do the ravages of
the wild beasts which infest most of the highways,
The universal practice in this matter amongst the
people at large adds a very special force, and
one that we should naturally overlook, to the
wretched state of bondage under which Israel must
have lain in the days of Saul, when they were so
thoroughly disarmed by the Philistines that “ there
was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of
any of the people.”!

Upon first landing in Palestine, I determined
that T would not carry weapons, regarding them as
inconsistent with my peaceful calling. I had not,
however, resided there many months, during which
long journeys had to be made alone by night, before
I discovered that it was, humanly speaking, abso-
lutely necessary to bear fire-arms, as all around me
were doing, if only as a protection against the wild
animals that roam about after dark. Upon reflect-
ing on the course of action I was thus most un-
willingly led to adopt, I perceived a practical and
perfectly satisfactory explanation of our Lord’s
words, which have proved a source of such trouble
to sensitive souls, and of such serious censure on

1 1 Samuel xiii, 19g~22,
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the part of objectors. In one of His last discourses
the Saviour announced to His disciples that, after
His death, they would no longer be sent out as
formerly, but that, in taking their missionary jour-
neys, they were henceforth to make the ordinary,
lawful, and necessary provisions for travelling. He
said, “‘ When I sent you forth without purse, and
leathern bag, and shoes, lacked ye anything ?’ and
they said, ‘ Nothing.” Then He said unto them : ‘ But
now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and like-
wise a leathern bag, and ke that hath none, let him sell
his cloak, and buy « sword. . . . And they said : < Lord,
behold, Aere are two swords.!  And He said unto them,
It is enough’”! T learnt by the experience of
everyday life that these words, in their fullest
meaning, implied no more than saying, “ Take now
the usual precautions which all prudent and expe-
rienced people employ when setting out upon long
and dangerous journeys.” No Syrian could fail for
a moment to understand the Master's meaning, or
the absolute necessity for such an injunction, unless
Christians were to be preserved by a perpetual
miracle. Many similar examples might be adduced
to show how a great number of the cavils of un-
believers arise really from ignorance, and cannot live
for a moment in the light of a thorough knowledge
of Palestine life.

1 Luke xxii. 35, 36, 38.
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There is a consideration, to which we are strangers
in these highly civilised lands of the West, that
lends a great and peculiar importance to researches
in the Land of Isracl. I allude to the marvellous
uniformity and antiquity of the present manners
and customs and artificial productions throughout
this and the surrounding countries. The origin of
most of their customs is so ancient as to be lost in
remote ages. All that members of the oldest families
can say, when asked to account for the present
habits of the people, is “ Our fathers did thus;” “It
is from ancient times;” “It always was done so.”
Notwithstanding the numerous races and religions
which have for centuries swept in turn across these
ruined regions, there remains a stereotyped agree-
ment in almost all the common affairs of life. If
we speak of a plough, then from the south of Egypt
to the far north of Syria, on every farm this imple-
ment is of precisely the same make. In every house
you visit the little handleless cup out of which you
sip your coffee is of the same size and pattern, and
so are the basin and ewer with which the servant
of your host, when he has girded himself and taken
a towel, washes your hands. In each class of life
both men and women respectively dress alike, and
strange as it sounds to us, the material, colour, and
style of apparel in the rural districts are wholly
unaffected by any new modes, but in the memory
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of man have continued in all respects precisely the
same! No changing fashions, no progress in arts
or science varies, or ever appears to have varied,
the simple appliances of Palestine. The state of
the country, viewed in this light, is a standing
miracle.

The language, too, which is now in use retains
in all respects the very phrases of Secripture. Still
the only names by which the days of the week are
known are the same as of old. The Lord’s-day is
“the first day of the week,” Monday is “the second
day,” and so on with the rest.! Still the day is
said to begin at sunmset, and is reckoned, as in the
very first chapter of Genesis, from the evening to
the morning? Still the hours of the day are the
same; the first of the night being an hour after
sunset, and the eleventh hour of the night an hour
before sunrise; the first hour of the day being the
first after sunrise, and the eleventh hour of the day
an hour before sunset? Still all distances are com-
puted not by miles, but by the hours or days which

1 Genesis i. 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; ii. 2, &ec.

2 Genesis i. §, &c. ; Exodus xxvii. 21 ; Psalm lv. 17, &e.

8 Mark xv. 25 ; Matthew xxvii. 46 ; John iv. 52 ; Acts xxiii. 23
At the equinoxes the first hour of the day is six o’clock a.M., and
the first hour of the night six o'clock .M. The third hour then
answers to our nine o’clock a.a. Though there is a difference in
the length of the days in summer and winter, it is not in the latitude
of Palestine nearly so great as with us. It does not much exceed

four hours between the lcngest and shortest days. The day is
R
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it takes to accomplish them.! The very names
of most of the villages and ruins, and we have
now ten thousand names on the Survey Map of
Western Palestine, have a meaning in Hebrew.? Do
you desire, like Abraham, to make a purchase, the
seller still says, in the words of Ephron the Hittite,
“My Lord, . . . I give it thee.”® One not related
by blood, but whom it is desired to honour, and
sometimes a complete stranger, is addressed like
Elisha as “ my father,”* or like Jonathan as “ my
brother.”® The common salutation, like that of
Joseph's steward, is “ peace be unto thee;” ® and the
honoured guest is bid to enter as of yore with the
words that greeted Abraham’s servant, “ Come in,
thou blessed of the Lord”” Still, if a man con-
firms a matter with an oath, he cries, “ As God
liveth,” or “ As the Lord liveth.”® Does he seek
to reassure you, or to protest his uprightness, he
says with Joseph, “I fear God.”® A farmer coming

always considered as divided into twelve hours (Johu xi. 9), and
these hours are shorter in winter and longer in summer. Noon is
a fixed period, much used by Easterns in reckoning time (Genesis
liii. 16 ; Judges xix. 8 ; 2 Samuel iv. §5; 1 Kings xviii. 26, &c.),
though not a fixed hour; but sunset is always twelve o’clock.

! Genesis xxx. 36, xxxi. 23 ; 1 Kings xix. 4.

2 Tent Life in Palestine. By Lieut. C. R. Conder, R.E., vol

L p. 375
3 Gepesis xxiii. 11. ¢ 2 Kings ii. 12, vi. 21. ® 2 Samuel i. 26.
9 Genesis xliii. 23 ; Judges vi. 23, &c. 7 Genesis xxiv. 31

8 2 Samuel ii. 27 ; Jeremiah iv. 2. ? Genesis xlii. 1&
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into his fields to this day will greet his labourers
in the very words of Boaz, “The Lord be with you,”
and will receive for answer, “ The Lord bless thee.” ?
Indeed, there is scarcely a devout expression to be
found in the pages of Holy Writ that does not now
flow, alas! but too insincerely, from the tongue of
modern dwellers in Palestine. Does a sheikh, or
chief, desire in an emergency to assemble his allies
for war, he does so with the cry of Jehu, “Who is
on my side? Who?”? Evening is still called as
it was four thousand years ago, “the time that women
go out to draw water.”® If you meet them By the
well, and request them to give you a draught, like
Rebekah of old, they will let down their pitcher
upon their hand, and say, “ Drink, my Lord.”* If
you ask them where any principal resident of their
village is to be found, should he be at home, you
will still receive the same answer as Saul and his
servant, “ Behold, he is before you.”® The poor,
ignorant, oppressed peasant, to whom tffe writings
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel are all unknown, neverthe-
less, in the very language of inspiration, wearily
asks the English traveller when his nation are
coming “to build up the land again.”® In a word,
to this day, in things sacred and secular, the speech
of all Syria is unchanged, and listening to it one

} Ruthii. 4. % 2 Kings ix. 32. * Genesis xxiv. 11. * Genesis xxiv. 18
5 1 Samuel ix. 12. ¢ Jeremiah xviii. 9 ; Ezekiel xxxvi. 1a.
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catches everywhere distinct and startling echoes of
Scripture story.

Well has it been said, “ Immutability is the most
striking law of Eastern life.” This unchangeable-
ness gives immense weight to all researches into
the present condition of Palestine. We have had
of late much very important work done by the
Palestine Exploration Fund. The land has been
surveyed throughout by able men with most valu-
able and interesting results. But far more interest-
ing and valuable discoveries are to be made in an
explotation of its life. Not only are many ques-
tions of topography of comparatively minor value
to the Biblical student, even when perfectly clear,
but such is the state of emptiness, ignorance, wasting,
and generally decay into which the country has
fallen for upwards of a thousand years that a perfect
identification of most Scriptural sites is scarcely
possible. But in the case of the manners, customs,
productions, great natural features, and a large part
of the language of the people, these through ages
of convulsion have survived unaltered, and may be
seen and heard to-day in Emmanuel’s Land the
same in all essentials as they were seen and heard by
David three thousand years ago. Ruin has been able
to make but little havoc in these living, divinely-
preserved commentaries on the Written Word. And
more than this, the simple, everyday features of
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Palestine life, when once recognised, throw, in very
many - instances, a broad flood of light across the
pages of the Bible. The identification of the site of
a city may serve to explain one or two important
narratives, but the discovery of an ancient custom,
a regular atmospherical phenomenon, or a technical
expression still on the lips of the people, may give
a new force—ay, perhaps a new meaning—to a
hundred passages. That this is really the case I
trust to show in many parts of the following
pages.



CHAPTER IL
MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS,

“1 use similitudes by the ministry of the prophets.”
—Hoska xii. 1o

A vERY familiar feature of Eastern life meets the
traveller as he enters Palestine. Upon his first
stepping ashore at Jaffa, the ancieni Joppa, he
sees around the landing stage a shouting, struggling
crowd of porters. These men, whose occupation is
known in Arabic as that of the ‘atal, or hammal,
contend frantically for his belongings, which one
of their number finally carries away upon his
back to the traveller’s hotel. Such ’atals find
regular employment in all the towns, for the
absence of carts renders their services constantly
necessary. They are generally clad in a coarse,
almost indestructible tunic of camel’s-hair cloth,
Their sole stock-in-trade is a stout rope about five
yards long.

The weights that these men will lift, and under
which they will stagger along for a considerable
distance, are truly amazing. Immense packing-
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case full of heavy articles, sacks of wheat and
other produce, or large pieces of furniture, as the
case may be, are first piled up together. The ’atal,
ot porter, then crouches down with his back against
the heaped-up articles which are to form his load,
and baving skilfully arranged his rope without any
knots so as to catch and sustain them all, and taking
one end of it in each hand, with a sudden spring
rises to his feet, and brings the whole weight to
bear upon his shoulders and the upper part of his
back. In this effort to rise, they have a habit of
emptying their lungs by the expiration of breath in
a loud kind of grunt. Men amongst ourselves
engaged in very heavy lifting labour make just the
game noise when in the act of putting their system
to an unusually violent strain. But for the relief
afforded by this sudden expiration they would be in
imminent danger of rupturing a blood-vessel. I
have often gazed at these poor fellows with mingled
wonder and pity, as I have seen them staggering
past me along the broken and slippery stone paths
of the streets in Jerusalem, bowed down under
burdens so huge‘in bulk and heavy in weight as to
seem altogether beyond human strength. Certainly
no class of men in any country earn a harder liveli-
hood, or are exposed to a severer strain. Were not
the physical powers of these Syrian peasants, where
patient endurance is in question, developed in a
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very remarkable degree, they could not engage all
day long in such work.

It would seem that the reference to grievous
distresses under the figure of “burdens,” so fre-
quently occurring in the poetical portions of Scrip-
ture, receives much force {from a consideration of
the above facts. Moses complains to God; “ Thou
layest the burden of all this people upon me,”
in allusion to the crushing weight of responsibility
involved in conducting the helpless and thankless
crowds of Israel through the desert of Sinai, before
his labours were lightened by the appointment of
seventy elders

Dayvid says in his anguish of soul—

“ Mine iniquities are goné over my head,
As a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.” 2

Constantly have I seen the porter’s huge load reach-
ing far over and above his head, which he has had
to hold down on this account in a bowed and painful
position. It was probably from this text that the
“glorious dreamer” took the idea which he has
embodied in the first scenes of his Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress. All the illustrations that I have noticed of
this subject set forth Christian at the beginning of
his way as bearing on his back a good-sized bundle,
such as might be carried by a strong man with

! Numbers xi. 11, 25. 2 Psalm xxxviii. 4.



MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 28

comparative ease. Very different was the familiar
picture that rose before David when he thought of
a wearied soul burdened beyond measure by a deep
conviction of sin, a picture no doubt such as I have
attempted to describe, and which was daily to be
witnessed from his palace windows. I would com-
mend it to the notice of any who may in future
illustrate Bunyan’s allegory. And here let me say,
in passing, that the highly conventional and unreal
character of most of the pictures to be met with in
‘books of Scriptural scenmes and Scriptural subjects
is much to be deplored. A well and truthfully
illustrated Bible is a great want of the age. Doré,
whose work in this respect has been so much
admired, is full of inaccuracies. For instance, in
the meeting of Isaac and Rebekah, he represents
the bride in the act of stepping off her camel while
it remains standing, in entire ignorance of the fact
that at mounting or descending this tall quadruped
is always made to kneel down !

In the prophets the “ burden ” is used as a most
expressive metaphor to set forth the denunciation of
heavy judgments! Our Blessed Lord, too, has a
plain reference to the toil of the 'atal when, speaking
of the cruelly oppressive ceremonial traditions forced

1 Tgaiah xiii, 1; xv. 1; xvil. 1; xix. 1; xxiii. 1; xxx. 6; Jeremiah
xxiii. 33, 34, 36, 38; Lamentations ii. 14 ; Ezekiel xii. 10; Hosea
viii. 10 ; Nahum i 1 ; Habakkuk i. 1, &e.
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upon the people by the hypocritical Scribes and
Pharisees, He tells us that these spiritual task-
masters “ bind heavy burdens and grievous to
be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but
they themselves will not move them with their
finger.”! In beautiful contrast to such wearisome
ritualistic and ceremonial observances, that only
tend to bondage and oppression, Jesus emphatically
declares, “ My burden is light.” ?

A picturesque and evidently ancient custom
is still lingering in the chief cities of Egypt,
and forms one of the many strange contrasts
of ancient and modern civilisation to be wit-
nessed in the land of the Pharaohs. Wken people
of wealth or position drive abroad in the European
carriages which have taken the place of the cum-
brous chariots of former days, they are preceded by
an attendant, who is called a sais, or groom, and
whose duty it is to run on foot at some distance in
advance of the carriage. As almost every office or
service throughout the East is distinguished by its
own peculiar costume, these men are all habited
alike. Their dress is peculiarly light and pic-
turesque. The feet and lower part of the legs are
bare. Their spotlessly white tunic has large, flow-
ing, fanshaped sleeves, which as they begin to run,

! Matthew xxiii. 4. 3 Matthew xi. 3o.
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holding their arms stretched out, appear-like wings
This tunic is gathered in, by a scarf round the waist,
and above it they wear a short, sleeveless, velvet
jacket profusely embroidered with gold or silver
lace; and in their hands they carry a long light
wand.

Their -office is to clear the way before their mas-
ter's equipage, to open gates, to announce his coming,
and to wait upon him when the carriage halts.
They use their wands freely on all who occupy the
road and do not at once withdraw, often breaking
them over the shoulders of those who pay mo heed
to their warning cry. Their speed, strength, and
powers of endurance are remarkable. People drive
at a very rapid rate in Cairo. Those who have
walked through its narrow streets have experienced
the great risk of injury to which foot-passengers
are exposed on this account. Yet an Egyptian
sats will run, without stopping, before his master’s
carriage driven thus swiftly for a distance of twelve
miles! The Vicerdy only allows a subject, however
great his rank, to be attended by one sats, and the
equipages of the royal family are always known by
the accompaniment of two such grooms or out-
runners. These attendants also go with their em-
ployers when they ride on horseback. A similar
custom exists, as travellers tell us, in the chief cities
of Persia. That it should have almost died out in
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Palestine itself and most of the surrounding districts
is fully accounted for by the want of settled govern-
ment, the general poverty which prevails in these
parts, and the ruined state of the roads, which entirely
precludes the use of any wheeled vehicle,

The modern sais of Egypt appears to perform the
part of the “ runmner,” or “ footman,” frequently re-
ferred to in the Bible as attached to the household
of kings and nobles. When Samuel warned the
people of <the manner of the king” that they so
eagerly desired to reign over them, amongst other
hard services that the monarch would exact, he
enumerated this, and put it at the head of a long
list, as one of the most laborious and oppressive.
“ Your sons he will take and appoint for himself,
for his chariots and his horsemen; and they shall
run before his chariots.”! We read that when
Absalom began to conspire against his father and
to assume royal honours, he “ prepared for himself
chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before
him.”? When some eight years afterwards Adonijah,
the son of Haggith, “exalted himself, saying, ‘I will
be king,” he did precisely the same thing? These
facts lend great force to the act of Elijah, who in
an ecstasy of joy and zeal at the triumph of Jehovah,
and desirous to “ honour the king” who for a brief
moment had honoured God, when the hand of the

} Samuel viii. 11 $ 2 Samuel xv. I. 8 1 Kings i. .
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Lord came upon him, “ girded up his loins, and ran
before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel,” '—that is,
for a distance of some twenty miles or more across
the great plain of Esdraelon the man of God acted as
the sais or runner of the king, clearing a way for his
chariot and announcing his arrival! Possibly, from
the haste with which the king started on his un-
foreseen journey, urged by Elijah, none of the royal
outrunners were at hand or in readiness to attend
upon their master; and viewed in this light the act
of the prophet, though not the less miraculous, ap-
pears the more natural, loyal, and chivalrous.
Would not this office of the outrunner appear
to furnish the graphic and forcible allusion of the
Apostle Paul in the conclusion of the passage where
he speaks of that hope in Christ which is the sheet-
anchor of the soul? Describing this hope as an
anchor thrown on high “ which entereth into the
part within the veil,” that is, the spot typified by
the Holy of Holies, heaven itself, he adds, with that
sudden change of figure which is so characteristic of
" his terse and vigorous style, “ whither Jesus entered
for us as a forerunner.”? What a depth of mean-
ing is here! He who came “not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister,” and who condescended
to be among His people on earth “as one who
serveth,” seems to Paul like the “ runner,” who just

1 1 Kings xviii. 44-46. 2 Hebrews vi. 20.



30 PALESTINE EXPLORED.

precedes by a little the chariot of the prince to pre-
pare his way, and to enter into the gates of the
palace and take possession in his name. His people,
whom He has Himself declared are to be “kings”
unto God, and of whom He has said that, even when
He is in heaven, verily “ He will gird Himself, and
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth
and serve them,” are represented, for “ their strong
consolation,” as themselves already taking possession
in Jesus of the Father’s House. He as their out-
runner is pictured by the Apostle as having entered:
in only a brief moment earlier to appear in heaven
for them, to announce their arrival, and to be pre-
pared to receive and wait upon them there! Thus
is it ever with Him, our merciful Saviour, who, be-
cause He is God, lives to serve and succour those
of His faithful creatures who are the work of His
hands, the redeemed of His blood, and the joy of
His heart, and Who has repeatedly condescended to
set forth the nature of that service He so tenderly
affords them under figures of the:lowliest offices,

One of the characteristic sights_" of Palestine,
shortly after the harvest has been -gathered in, is
the measuring out of wheat and barley, which some-
times takes place in the corn-market, but more
frequently in the courtyard of the purchaser’s house.

All families at this time, that is during July and



MIBCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS, 31

August, lay up in store the wheat which will be
required to provide bread for the use of the house-
hold throughout the ensuing year, and also barley
sufficient for their horses, mules, and asses during
the same period. Samples are procured either from
the farmer or merchant, and when approved the
whole quantity ordered is delivered to the purchaser
bound up in sacks. A professional measurer is
always present on these occasions, and in the pre-
sence of the seller and buyer, or their represen-
tatives, duly proceeds to ascertain the contents of
each sack. This is done by meting out the grain in
& circular wooden measure in the shape of our own
bushel measure, but less deep, called in Arabic a
ttmneh. The measurer seats himself cross-legged
on the ground, and proceeds to shovel the wheat or
barley, as the case may be, into the timnek with
both his hands until it is partly full Next he
seizes the measure, and shakes it strongly from side
to side, by means of two or three rapid “half turns
without raising it from the ground, in order that the
grain may settle into @ smaller space. This quick
shaking toget}ierréf the corn is a strikin® part of the
process, and is-very effective in forcing it to occupy
less room. He then fills it further, and repeats the
shaking from side to side, going over the same thing
again and again until it is full up to the brim. As
soon as this is the case, he gently but firmly presses
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upon it with his hands, so as to drive it into a yet
smaller space. Finally, having first made a slight
hollow on the top, he takes some more handfuls of
grain, and very skilfully constructs a cone of corn
upon the flat surface of the zimneh, which he has
now filled. He continues carefully to build up this
cone until no more grain can possibly be held, and
that which he adds begins to flow over and run
down. TUpon this the measure is considered to be
of full weight, and is emptied into the purchaser’s
sack. This is the universal method by which grain
is now meted out, and the price is always quoted at
so much per timneh.

These professional measurers are often dishonest,
taking bribes from seller or buyer, and in this case
are very skilful in cheating either party as it suits
their purpose. If it is to their interest to do so,
while apparently going through the ordinary process,
they can so contrive as to bring the contents of the
measure to half a rottle, or three, pounds, less than
the proper quantity, involving a loss to the purchaser
of over six per cent. On the other hand, their dis-
honesty more commonly favours the merchants and
townspeople, who bny from the poor fellakheen, the
peasants. The cunning of the measurers in this
way is said to be brought to the highest degree at
Nablous, the ancient Shechem. If one of them in
that town is bribed by the buyer of wheat, not only



MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 33

does he bring his measure to take up the largest
possible quantity, but in raising it up after it is
flowing over, he secretly lifts up with the hand sup-
porting the bottom of the measure a considerable
quantity of grain, which is so swiftly and adroitly
done as to escape the observation of the fellahh
who is selling it.

I have taken means carefully to ascertain the
capacity of the Palestine timner.! It is true, diffe-
rent kinds of wheat differ in weight. The following
measures give the contents in the case of the best
quality. A ¢imneh filled up to the brim, without
being shaken or pressed, weighs six rottles and one-
sixth, or just thirty-seven pounds. The same ¢imneh,
not only filled to the top but running over, that is,
piled up above in the shape of a cone, also without
being pressed and shaken, weighs seven rottles and
one-third, or forty-four pounds. When, however,
the measure in question is not only filled till it
flows over, but is, at the same time, shaken together
and pressed déwn, it holds just eight rottles, or forty-
eight pounds.

No doubt it is to this simple and familiar custom
that our Blessed Lord alludes, when He speaks

! In the villages another measure, about half the size of the
timmeh, is in use, called a sdah, which is evidently the same as the
NIND, sZah, of Scripture (Genesis xviii. 6 ; 1 Samuel xxv. 18; 2 Kings

vii .l). The modern sdak variee slightly in size in different villages.
Y



34 PALESTINE EXPLORED,

under an allegory of the recompense of those liberal
souls who shall assuredly themselves be made
fat. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, shall they give into your bosom [that is,
into the capacious natural pocket formed by that
part of the loose Eastern shirt which is above
the girdle] For with what measure ye mete
it shall be measured to you again.”' The above
facts lend far more power and definiteness to our
Saviour’s graphic illustration than we should at first
sight have supposed it to contain. There is no less
than eleven pounds’ difference in weight between a
“measure ” filled to the brim as we should fill .it
here, and one such as I have described fiiled accord-
ing to the bountiful method of Bible lands, when
it is “ pressed down, shaken together, running over.”
In this latter case no less than about 30 per cent,
is added to its worth! Thus largely shall they be
rewarded who have learned to imitate the example of
their God and Saviour in the divine art of generous
giving ! !

A practice to be constantly noticed throughout
Syria is that of hiding any blood, which may happen
to be spilled on the ground, by covering it over with
the surrounding soil or dust. If while you are on

! Luke vi 38. See also Matthew vii. 2, and Mark iv. 24.
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& journey a Bedaween of your escort only so much
a8 cuts his hand, or suffers from bleeding at the
nose, he is very careful to let the blood fall upon
the earth, without leaving any stain upon his cloth-
ing or person, and he then and there buries it out
of sight by scraping over it the sand or dust of the
desert before he proceeds on his way. The reason
which they give for this observance I have not been
able to discover. Most probably it comes from the
thought in Numbers that blood pollutes the land if
left to lie upon it and from the plain direction in
the case of the huntsman who caught any beast or
fowl, to “ pour out the blood thereof, and cover it
with dust.”? It is reasonable to suppose that this
direction, like many other matters contained in the
law, embodied and sanctioned an already well-known
and universal practice. Very likely it arose from
anxiety lest any blood appearing upon the ground
might by any possibility be construed to represent
some act of violence,.and thus, in the language of
Scripture, “cause fury to come up to take ven-
geance.” This, in a land where the law of blood-
revenge causing endless sanguinary family feuds is
so stringent, may well be no imaginary fear. In
any case, it is deeply interesting to mark its obser-
vance at the present day. It would seem to be
referred to in the strong figurative- language of

! Numbers xxxv. 33. % Leviticus xvii. 13
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several passages, notably that where Job in the
bitterness of his soul cries,

“ Earth, cover not thou my blood.”?

A very striking Scripture in connection with this
Eastern usage is that in Ezekiel, where God foretells
the judgments coming upon Jerusalem at the hands
of the Chaldeans. These judgments are declared
to be a retribution for the reckless violence and
cruelty that had openly stalked through her streets.
“For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it
upon the bare rock ; she hath not poured it upon the
ground, to cover it with dust. That it may cause
fury to come up to take vengeance, I have set her
blood upon the bare rock, that it should not be
covered.”? There is here a force of meaning that
might at first sight be overlooked. Jerusalem, as I
shall have occasion elsewhere to explain at length,
is essentially a rock city. The rock crops up to
the surface in every part of it. In ancient times,
before the rugged slopes and precipices of limestone
and indurated chalk were choked up and covered
over, as they are now, by mountains of débris, it
appeared, as at the fortress of Jebus, with its walls
resting on rock scarps in some places fifty feet high.
Hence one of its proud titles was “the Tableland
rock,” a name given to it in another passage where

1 Job xvi. 18, 3 Ezekiel xxiv. 7, 8.
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its judgment is denounced.! But this natural
stronghold of Zion, alas! was constantly the scene of
internal robbery and oppression, of bigotry, cruelty,
and persecution. This history of violence was
summed up by our Blessed Lord in the solemn
words, “It cannot be that a prophet perish out of
Jerusalem,” * that is, in any other place but that
guilty city! Thus in the passage I have cited from
Ezekiel, God says, as it were, “ I have not allowed
these cruel persecutions to take place in the pro-
vinces, but in Jerusalem, of which you boast as ‘ the
tableland rock, that there on this stony strong-
hold you might not be able to find soil enough
to cover up and hide from my sight the blood of
the martyred saints and the innocent poor who
have suffered at your hands, but that it might
remain exposed, as a witness against you, and
-“cause fury to come up, by crying to me for
vengeance ! ”

The lighting of cami;)-ﬁres is a constant and very
noticeable feature of journeys in the Holy Land.
Fuel for this purpose is afforded by the low, woody,
herbaceous growth, partaking largely of a thorny
nature, which abounds in the deserts, and is to be
met with by the wayside in most parts of the

! Jeremiah xxi. 13. % Luke xiii. 33.
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country. The “fire of thorns” is often alluded to
in the Old Testament, and every resident in Pales-
tine has reason to know what a familiar sight it is.!
Eagsterns, who have a great dread of darkness and a
passionate fondness for light, secin to rejoice to seize
every opportunity of making these bonfires, and con-
tinuing them far into the night. They particularly
delight in the crackling and the bright flames which®
thorn bushes specially throw out. They kindle
‘these fires, however, as much for protection as:for
pleasure. The lurid light thus given serves to
scare away the wild beasts which come out at night
in many lonely places, and also to show to those
on the watch the approach of thieves and robbers,
When travelling under the escort of Bedoween Arabs
in certain dangerous parts of the desert, travellers
have observed that their wild escort keep up watch-
fires round the camp all night, while the * keepers,”
or guards, shout out at intervals to render the pro-
tection more complete. On one occasion, while
travelling through the waterless desert leading to
Palmyra, when within" a short distance of its ruins,

1 Psalm cxviil. 12; Tsaiah xxxiii. 12. Sometimes the mention
of fire in connection with thorns refers to large conflagrations
kindled in autumn. These extensive fires are lighted to clear
the stubble Jands of their wild growth, amongst which thorny
plants of many kinds are very numerous (Exodus xxii 6; 2 Samuel
xxiii, 6, 7; Nahum i. 10). The context generally shows which kind
of fire is meant
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I had to pass a large camp of the ’Anazeh tribe of
Bedaween. 1 was travelling all night, accompanied
by a friend and a government escort of soldiers.
For an hour before we drew near to them, we saw
large bright fires encircling the encampment, and
we had to ride far out of our way in order to avoid
them. The flames of these fires were kept up till
daybreak.

There would seem to be a plain allusion to this
practice in the promise of Jehovah’s safeguard over
Jerusalem in millennial times. “Jerusalem shall
abide as the country parts, for the multitude of men
and cattle therein, And I, saith Jehovah, will
be unto her a wall of fire round about.”! All
Eastern cities to this day are surrounded with high
massive walls and stout iron-plated and iron-barred
gates. The security, wealth, and safety of Israel’s
metropolis during the fulness of Messiah’s kingdom
is shown in this representation by its walls being
thrown down, its boundaries immensely enlarged,
and its being inhabited like a vast camp over which
the Lord Himself continually watches.

Still clearer is the reference to these camp-fires
kindled for protection, in a passage in Isaiah. The
prophet, after administering comfort to the faithful
in Israel, proceeds to warn the faithless and self-
righteous of the utter futility of their carnal efforts

1 Zechariah ii. 4. 5.
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to seek salvation. To all who fear Jehovah he
says—
¢ Let hirm that walketh in darkness,
and hath no light,
Trust in the name of Jehovah,
And stay himself upon his God.”1

But to the unbelievers he cries, in the next verse,

“Behold, all ye that kindle a fire,
That gird you about with flames !
Walk in the light of your fire,

And in the flames ye have lighted ;
This shall ye have from my hand ;
Ye shall lie down in sorrow.”

Here the girding about with flames, evidently as a
means of protection in the darkness, is connected
with laying down to sleep. Yet their rest shall
be broken by trouble and sorrow, notwithstanding
all the flames of the watch-fires with which they
are surrounded.

Speaking of the great services that the Jews
are to receive from those Gentile nations which
have persecuted them in the past at the time when
they are to be restored to their own land, the Lord
declares by the prophet Isaiah—

« [ will lift up my hand to the nations,

And thy daughters shall be carried upon s
their shoulders.”?

1 Isaiah L 10, 2 Isaiah xlixz, 22,
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Here is a most signiﬁcaﬁt picture, and yet one
the meaning and power of which is entirely hidden
from the Western reader.

Children in the East, though sometimes folded to
the bosom, by being placed within the wide natural
pocket of the robe, or slung in a scarf across the
back, or borne astride upon the hip, are not
carried upon the arm in that laborious fashion
common with us. Instead of this, as soon as the
swaddling-clothes are removed—those long cotton
bandages which, during its earliest infancy, bind the
body of the helpless child into a small mummy-
like bundle ' —the nurse begins to accustom her
charge to sit astride upon her shoulder. She teaches
it at first to support itself by clinging with its baby
fingers to the top of her head, while she herself
simply places one hand against the lower part of
the child’s back. This method is generally adopted
when mothers or nurses carry their children, and
Egyptian sculptures show that it was just the same
four thousand years ago. It serves two important
ends. First of all, it lightens labour, helps to

1 Luke ii. 7, 12. See also Ezelkiel xvi. 4; and observe the
very bold figure in Job xxxviii. 9. It will explain the allusion
in Ezekiel xvi. 4, “Thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled
at 8ll,” to bear in mind, that, to this day in Palestine, salt is
rubbed into the body of a new-born infant, before it is wrapped
roynd with swaddling clothes, that is, plain bands of calico some
six inches wide by three yards in length.
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improve rather than to injure the figure of the
nurse by expanding instead of contracting her
chest, strengthening her spine, and making her more
upright, and, when the child has learned, as it soon
does, to support itself alone, possesses the great
advantage of leaving both her arms and hands free.
But more than this, it teaches every child from its
earliest years to ride on horseback. It exercises
from infancy those muscles of the knees by which
“he proper riding grip should be taken, giving in
after years that fearless and immovable seat for
which Eastern equestrians are justly famous, and
which it is so necessary to possess in a country
where all journeys have to be performed in the
saddle, and where women sit astride a horse like
men. An Emeer, or prince of the Lebanon, will
place a sovereign between his knee and the saddle,
and after a day’s coursing or hawking will produce
it again. I mention this in passing, but it will be
seen at once that “to be carried on the shoulder”
means to receive the tender and respectful care
which the nurse or slave-girl of Palestine invari-
ably shows to her young charge. This graphic
and picturesque figure tells how Israel will find
in their former proud persecutors humble and
loyal servants. The new-born children of God
will be carried home by the awe-stricken and
penitent nations as by eager and willing slaves|
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This meaning is confirmed by the following
verses :—

“ And kings shall be thy nursing fathers,
And their princesses thy nursing mothers.
They shall bow down to thee with their

face toward the earth,
And shall lick up the dust of thy feet.”!

It must be also carefully observed that girls
throughout the East do not at all receive the same
attention as boys. Neither parents nor nurses treat
them with anything like the consideration that they
show towards “a man-child.” While they delight
to lift up the latter to ride upon their shoulders,
-the. girls are left for the most part to run about by
themselves. In a word, the order which Christianity
has introduced amongst us is entirely reversed. It
is the natural result of that inferior estimate of
woman, which is the outcome of the polygamy that
has prevailed in these lands from time immemorial.
There is, therefore, a touch of intense meaning given
to the picture of the honour which God has in store
for His ancient people, when He declares,

“Thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders”

Amongst countless examples of metaphor—for this
is the figure most frequently used in Scripture—
occurs the highly poetical langnage of David—

©

! Isaiah xlix. 23.
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“If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there shall thy hand lead me,
And thy right hand shall hold me.”!

The bold metaphorical use of the leading by the
right hand will be dealt with by itself in another
place. But the former figure, “wings of the morn-
ing,” to a Western is not a little obscure. For my
part, I cannot doubt that we are to understand
certain beautiful light clouds as thus poetically
described. I have observed invariably that in the_
late spring-time, in summer, and yet more especially'
in the autumn, white clouds are to be seen in
Palestine. They only occur at the earliest hours
of morning, just previous to and at the time of
sunrise. It is the total absence of clouds at all
other parts of the day, except during the short
period of the winter rains, that lends such striking
solemnity and torce to those descriptions of the
Second Advent where our Lord is represented as
coming in the clouds.® This feature of His majesty
loses all its meaning in lands like ours, in which
clouds are of such common occurrence that they are

! Psalm cxxxix. 9, IO.

2 Daniel vii. 13; Matthew xxiv.:30; xxvi. 64 ; Mark xiii. 26;
xiv. 62 ; Luke xxi. 27 ; Revelations i. 7; xiv. 14. Hence, too, the
very special significance attaching to a cloud sheltering Israel
during the hot and absolutely cloudless months of summer in their

desert wanderings through the burning valleys of Sinai (Exodus
giii. 21; Numbers . 34; Psalm ev. 39)—to a cloud descending
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rarely absent from the sky. The morning clouds of
summer and autumn are always of a brilliant silvery
white, save at such times as they are dyed with the
delicate opal tints of dawn. They hang low upon
the mountains of Judah, and produce effects of
indescribable beauty, as they float far down in the
valleys, or rise to wrap themselves around the
summit of the hills. In almost every instance, by
about seven o’clock the heat has dissipated these
fleecy clouds, and to the vivid Eastern imagination
morn has folded her outstretched wings.

Hosea alludes especially to this fugitive pheno-
menon of the hot season, when he cries of Israel,

% Your goodness is like the morning cloud.”?

Moreover, clouds are intimately connected in Pales-
tine with “the sea,” that is the Mediterranean, “the
Great Sea westward.” When Elijah was earnestly
pleading with God for rain, He sent His servant
up to the heights of Carmel to gather the first
intimation of an answer to his prayer. “Go up,
I pray,” he said, “and look towards the sea.” At
on Sinai, some time in June (Exodus xix. 16; xxiv, 15)—to a cloud
overshadowing the Mount of Transfiguration, apparently in summer
(Matthew xvii. 5)—to a cloud receiving the ascending Saviour to-
wards the end of May or the beginning of June (Acts i. 9)—and
to clouds mentioned in other passages.

1 Hosea vi. 4. In our version it is “as a¢ morning cloud,” but

the above rendering, which is the true translation of the Hebrew,
brings out the special allusion very distinctly.
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his seventh ascent he was able to report, “ Behold,
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea.”! This
is still the direction from which all the clouds in
Palestine invariably come. The Arabs call the
west wind “the father of rain,” in allusion to its
bringing up the clouds from their home on “the
Great Sea westward” The “morning cloud,” or
mass of dense white mist, consists of the moisture
brought up from the Mediterranean by the prevalent
westerly winds of summer and autumn, which be-
cotnes condensed on passing over the colder night air
“of the land. I shall have occasion to speak at length
of the formation and inestimable value of these
remarkable clouds when describing the ¢ dew,”
for they constitute a most peculiar and important
feature of the climate of Palestine. A counsidera-
tion, however, of the foregoing facts will at once
display the appropriateness of the bold and beautiful
metaphor—

“H I take the wings of the morping, -.
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea.”

" Next to their remarkably fine erect figures, per-
haps nothing strikes one more in the appearance
of the lightly-clad peasant women of Palestine than
their long, pendant breasts. This feature may, I
think, be partly accounted for by the great length

} 1 Kings ;vﬁi 42-45.
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of time during which they suckle their children.
Infants are seldom, if ever, weaned amongst the
Jellahheen, or villagers, under two years of age. It
is, however, no extraordinary thing for a mother to
continue to give a “man-child” the breast till the
end of his fourth or fifth year. Indeed, our Beth-
lehem nurse assured us that she had known the
case of a favourite child whose mother had not
weaned it until it was seven years of age! Girls-
would never be treated in this way, ‘meeting as
they do on all occasions with marked neglect. The
native women believe that the longer a child is
allowed to remain at the breast the stronger he
grows, When, therefore, a boy appears one of great.
proinise, or is a first-born, or seems likely to be the’
only child, the mother, if it is possible, nurses him
until he is four years of age.

These facts are really important as -rendering
intelligible the early history of little Samuel. - Her
child was granted to Hannah at a time when she
was hopelessty barren, in answer to special prayer,
"and she had dedicated him before his birth to the
Lord by a solemn vow, in which she declared she
would “give him unto Jehovah all the days of his
life.” When he was born Hannah determined that
it would be lawful for her to keep him wuntil" he
was weaned, and doubtless, like all the women nf
Palestine at the present day, believed that the longer
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she could nurse him the stronger and better he
would become. She, therefore, proposed to stay at
home, and not accompany her husband on his yearly
pilgrimage to Shiloh until the child was taken fromw
the breast, and “then,” she said, “I will bring him,
that he may appear before Jehovah, and abide there
for ever.” This decision thoroughly approved itself
to her affectionate husband. Elkanah said to her:
“Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou
have weaned him; only Jehovah establish His
word. So the woman abode, and gave her son
suck until she weaned him”! How many yearly
festivals passed by before that event we are mnot
told ; but, from what has been said above, we cannot
doubt that according to every usage and feeling of
the East at the present day, little Samuel was not
weaned until he was from three to five years of age,
and therefore quite old enough to be left by himself
with the aged high priest, and to enter at once
upon some childish service in the sanctuary. Doubt-
less when the infant Moses 'was so providentially
restored to his mother. she kept him at the breast
much as Hannah kept Samuel, if only that she -
might have her child under her own care as long
as possible.

Everything, too, in the account in Genesis of the
circumstances of Isaac’s weaning would seem to

1 1 Samuel i. 21-23
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point to this remarkable child of promise as also
having been nursed by his mother for several years.!
I have noticed with intense interest when reading
that admirable work, The Approaching End of the
Age, that the author calls attention to the fact that
the four hundred years of affliction and bondage
foretold as coming upon Abraham’s seed starts from
the time when Isaac was five years old. He adds:
“To this day it is a matter of conjecture what the
event was which marked that year, though there is
little doubt that it was the casting out of the bond-
woman and her son on the occasion of the mocking
of the heir of promise by the natural seed. This
mocking, or ‘ persecuting’ (Gal. iv. 29), is the first
affliction of Abraham’s seed of which we have any
record, and its result demonstrated that it was in
Isaac the seed was to be called”? These state-
ments are no doubt correct, but they contain what
at first sight appears to the Western reader a grave
difficalty. The mocking of the promised seed took
place at the feast when Isaac was weaned. That
he should have been five years old on the day
-that he was weaned seems unaccountable to us,
but constitutes no difficulty whatever in Palestine.
It is in perfect keeping with the practice of the

1 Genesis xxi. 8-10.
'3 The Approaching End of the Age, by Mr. H. Grattan Guinness,

nd edition, p. 478. .
D
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East at the present day. Under the circumstances
of his being a remarkable, long waited for, and only
child, it is rather to have been expected than other-
wise, that Sarah’s son should have reached his fourth
or fifth year before he was entirely taken from the
breast.

A similar explanation is necessary if we are to
attach any distinct or literal meaning to the words
of Isaiah—

“ Whom doth he teach knowledge ?
And whom doth he make to understand instruction ?
Those weaned from the milk,
Those withdrawn from the breasts.” !
Children as soon as they are weaned amongst us
could not “ understand instruction,” but in Palestine
weaning takes place at an age when they ean begin
to be taught knowledge. Almost all Eastern boys
can both speak and understand what is spoken to
them when first ¢ withdrawn from the breasts.” Itis
indeed a tender age at which to begin, but one that
‘no wise parent will allow to pasé by unimproved.
. Again, our Blessed Lord’s quotation,
« Qut of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou
hast perfected praise,”?
viewed thus, becomes capable of a literal sense.
If we consider a comparison used by the Psalmist

! Isaiah xxviil g.
% Matthew xxi. 16, quoted from Psalm viil 2, Septuagint version.
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in this light, we shall see in it a new power and
beauty. The words to which I allude, attributed
in the heading of the Psalm to David, are those in
which he declares—

“T have calmed and quieted my soul,

Like a child that is weaned by his mother,
My soul within me is even as a weaned child.”!

The man after God’s own heart is speaking of his
conscious humility. He has but just before declared
that his heart is not haughty, neither has he exer-
cised himself in great matters. In contrast to such
proud bearing, his spirit, he tells us, is meek and
gentle, like that of a young child of three years of
age. To us the idea of a weaned child conveys only
the thought of helpless and unintelligent infancy,
and would, therefore, have no force in this connec-
tion. But, viewed in the above light, David’s words
are not only full of significant meaning, but are no
less than an expression of the same truth taught
afterwards by David’s Lord, when He “called to
Him a little child, and set him in the midst of
them, and said, ‘ Verily I say unto you, Except
ye turn, and become as little children, ye shall
In no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.'”?

! Pealm oxxxi. 2. 2 Matthew xviii. 2-4.
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Throughout Palestine, gardens, orchards, and vine-
yards, unlike other cultivated spots, are always
enclosed, and the fence employed in almost every
instance is the common enclosure wall of the country,
called a jédar. This rude and primitive construction
is formed of rough, shapeless, unhewn stones, of all
sizes. Long practice has made the people very
skilful in making the jédars, and the hard marble-
like mizzey rock, which crops up to the surface in
every part of the country, affords them abundant
and excellent material for this purpose. The ground
is first smoothed, and the stones are then piled up,
about three feet in width at the bottom, and gradu-
ally narrowing towards the top. No mortar of any
kind is employed, the stones merely being laid so as
to fit closely together. The height varies in ordinary
cases from four to six feet. Sometimes they are
carried up as high as twelve feet. The whole con-
struction is of course comparatively fragile; but in
some ways this is an advantage, for a thief, whether
man or beast, cannot easily climb over it without
displacing and throwing down the loose stones, and
so giving notice of his approach. Indeed it is dan-
gerous to attempt to surmount it in the dark, for
the climber runs a great risk of being thrown down
and crushed by the fall of some huge fragment of
its rocky contents. These walls are sometimes
armed with dried thorn bushes placed upon the top.
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The heavy rain-storms of winter constantly bring
down portions of the jédars, by undermining the soft
foundation of earth upon which they are laid, but
they are readily repaired at a slight expense, without
the use of any fresh materials.

Now it is deeply interesting to notice that these
very walls. are f{requently mentioned in the Old
Téstament. The Hebrew word gadasr,! which is
twice written geder,” and has a feminine form,
gedairah? is evidently the equivalent of the Arabic
jédar. . The softening of . the hard ¢ into j in
the Arabic transliteration of all Hebrew words is
a well-recognised fact. 1In this way the Hebrew
gamal, a camel, becomes jemel in Arabic, and the
town of Gannim, or En-Gannim, on the south of the
plain of Esdraelon, is now Jenin. The feminine
form gedairah is generally used of “folds” for sheep,
and is the expression employed by the two and a
half tribes when, seeking their inheritance in Moab,
Gilead, and Bashan, they said, “ We will build sheep
Jolds here for our'cattle”* The common sheepfolds
of Palestine are to this day large enclosures formed
of the jédars which I have described, and hence the
name gedairah, or, as in modern Arabic, jédarah.
When Israel’s final resteration in millennial times

LI 3973, bt}
¢ Numbers xxxii. 16. The same word is translated ¢ folds” in
verses 24, 36. See also I Samuel xxiv. 3, and Zephaniah iL 6.
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is pictured under the gathering together of a strayed
flock, the prophet cries—

“ A day [cometh] for building thy jédars.” !

Wheun the angel of the Lord went out to with-
stand Balaam, “ he stood in a path of the vineyards,
a jédar being on this side and a jédar on that.”?
Nothing could be more natural than this description.
Vividly it recalls to my mind places where I have
had to pass through similar narrow passages, only
a few feet across, separating the massive vineyard
hedges of such rough unhewn stone. These loose
unmortared walls afford endless hot dusty crevices
in which the serpent tribe delight. They can, more-
over, be easily and swiftly thrown down by any
mischievously-disposed person. There is, therefore,
far more force, than appears in our version, in that
proverb which tells how deeds of violence and wrong
recoil on the doer—* Whoso breaketh down a jédar,
a serpent biteth him.” 3

The Psalmist, comparing Israel to a vineyard of
the Lord’s planting, cries of its ruinous state in his
day—

“ Why hast thou broken down its jédars,

So that all who pass by the way do pluck it?
The boar out of the tangled thicket doth waste it.”4

1 Miceh vii, 11. 2 Numbers xxii. 24. 8 Ecclesiastes x. 8.
¢ Psalm Ixxx. 12.
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In autumn the wild boars, who are very fond of
grapes, still come up by night around the Hebron
vineyards, to plunder and waste them if they can
only find a breach in the jédars. The peasants at
this season lie in wait outside these stone enclo-
sures after dark in order to shoot them.

A jédar naturally came to be used as a figure of
general defence and protection. Hence Ezra, in his
humble prayer of confession, recounting the mercies
of God, says: He “ hath extended mercy to us, . . .
to give us a jédar in Judah.”!

'To “ make up or repair the jédar,” that familiar
operation to be witnessed each winter in Palestine,
when the pieces of stone which have fallen down
are piled up again, came in the same way to mean
metaphorically the setting right of that which was
wrong amongst the people of God, and so restoring
the Divine protection? When the foundation has
given way, and a wall of this kind once begins to
crumble and topple down, nothing could better
image a condition of helpless weakness. In a
passage, which requires a different rendering from
that given in our version, David so employs it.
He has just been rejoicing in the strength of God,
his Rock, abiding in whom he knows that he will
remain unmoved. At the same time he confesses
his own utter weakness and helplessness under

! Ezra ix. 9. ? Ezekiel xiil, 5, xxii. 3o.
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the onslaught of his fierce foes, with whom he
thus remonstrates :

“ How long will ye rush upon a man,
Will ye break him down, all of you,
As a bowing wall, or a tottering jedar?” 1

At noon, in Syria, the heat during summer is very
great, and though it is tempered by the rare dry-
ness of a climate naturally most healthy, all who
can possibly do so desist at that hour from work,
and seek a place of shelter and rest. Even labouring
people endeavour at this time to get away from the
sun, and to spend an hour in sleep, while in the
towns and villages the busy hum of life almost
entirely ceases. Jeremiah, who draws such dark
pictures of lamentation and woe, on several occasions
heightens the terrors of threatened judgments by
describing them as coming at noon, an hour when
both besieger and besieged would, under all ordinary
circumstances, alike take rest. Speaking of the
Chaldean descent on Jerusalem, he says—

“ Prepare ye war against her._
Arige, and let us go up at noon /™2

And again he declares of guilty Zion—

%1 bring upon them, against the mother of the strong
young man,

1 Psalm lxii. 3. ? Jeremiah ¥i. 4.
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A gpoiler at noon-day /
I cause to fall upon her suddenly anguish and terrors.” !

The shepherd in the arid and glaring deserts is
especially exposed to the heat, and at twelve o’clock
on a summer-day, when the rays of the sun strike
almost perpendicularly down, is sorely tried to find
shelter for his flock. Yet the good shepherd, I
have observed, constantly manages to do so. There
are in most of the wilderness pastures of the
Holy Land high cliffs or ledges of rock, which
almost overhang théir base, and are arranged at
such an angle to the zenith that even when the sun
is at its height they still afford a thin but precious
strip of shade. Here the shepherd resorts with his
sheep, and you may often see the flock extending in
a long line so as to avail themselves of the narrow
shelter. Even when this is not sufficient in length
to afford standing room for all, the sheep may be
seen stretching beyond, and taking refuge, as it were,
one behind another. Indeed this finding a sheltered
resting-place for his charge at the midday hour
forms a part of the daily routine of the shepherd’s
life. )

There is a beautiful allusion to this, and one
which has, I think, been hitherto overlooked, in the
pastoral imagery of the Song of Songs. The bride,
seeking the king, cries—

! Jeremiah xv. 8. See also xx. 16,
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“ Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth,
Where thou shepherdest [thy flock],
Where thou restest [them] at noon 271
The soul has its seasons of labour and rest, but in
both, if it is to be at peace, it must be with Christ.
In the burning noontide of life, when scorched by
temptation and sin, or amidst the fiery heat of
persecution, we may be sure of finding safety and
relreshment in Jesus, if we flee unto Him to hide
us. Our Good Shepherd is in Himself such a place
of refuge, “the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land,” that is, “a land of exhausting heat.” ?

Aqueducts are, and always must have been, very
common and familiar objects in the Holy Land.
They still are, too, and must ever have beenm, of
vital importance in a country where good springs
are in many parts comparatively few. Two things,
therefore, are highly improbable. TFirst, that the
inspired writers, who drew their simple but striking
figures especially from horticultural subjects, shiould
bave failed in a single instance to allude to these
precious water channels. Secondly, that the exceed-
ingly primitive, rich, and precise Hebrew tongue
should lack a special technical term by which to
describe them. For my own part, since my resi-
dence in Palestine led me to realise the prominent

! Song of Solomon i 7. 2 Isaish xxxii, 2.
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place that aqueducts have always occupied in that
land, I have felt that they must have been spoken
of by name in the Bible.

This mention appeared to me plain when after-
wards seeking a meaning for the word dpheek,
which occurs eighteen times in the Old Testament,
besides forming the names of towns such as Aphaik,
near Bethhoron, and Aphaikah, near Hebron.? That
our translators could make but little of this term is
evident. They have rendered it by no less than
seven different words, and the one they have
adopted most frequently, “river,” cannot possibly
be its true meaning! The word is derived from
aphak? which, in all the places where it occurs in
the Old Testament, bears the sense of * restraining ”
or “forcing.”* Now the leading idea of an aqueduct
is that which forces or constrains a stream of water
to flow in a given direction. The strength of one of
the high pressure aqueducts, that formerly brought
the water of a distant spring to the Holy City, in a
direct line up and down the slopes of the mountains,
was very great. KEach pipe consisted of a large

1 oy

2 1 Samuel iv. 1; Joshua xv. §3. Spelt in our version Aphek
and Aphekah.

3 pogt

4 4 Joseph could not restrain himself (Genesis xlv. 1) ; “ I foreed
myself " (1 Samuel xiii. 12) ; “ Haman restrained himself ” (Esther v.
10), &c.
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block of stone bored through the centre. Several
of these were recently discovered in position. The
aqueducts were generally made of earthenware pipes,
laid in thick beds of a cement largely f(ormed of
hhomrah, or crushed pottery, which in the course
of time became as hard as stone.  Sometimes they
were cut as grooves in the limestone of the hill-
sides. At others, but more rarely, they were narrow
open ditches, by which the waters of a river were
catried to another part of the plain. In one or
two instances they consisted of a deep underground
channel, connecting a number of little pools, or pits,
such as those now in ruins at ‘dén Fusail, and the
Vale of Siddim in the Jordan valley. In each case
the chief idea of the aqueduct was the constraint
put upon the water of spring, stream, or pool, by
which it was forced to run in a prepared channel.
The word dpheek, besides its strict technical mean-
ing, appears to have had other senses. It would
seem to have signified the natural subterranean
channels which supply springs, and also to have
been the special name for the narrow, rocky, aque-
Juct-like beds of some mountain streams.

If we take a few of the passages where it
occurs, the appropriateness and beauty of the ren-
dering I now suggest will at once appear. A
striking instance of the wuse of this word is
found in the highly poetic description of the
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ostrength of the hippopotamus given by Jehovah
Hitnself—

“ His bones are aqueducts of brass.”!

The figure reudered thus becomes one of magni-
ficent boldness, whereas the translation in our
“strong pieces of brass,” is without any
warrant, and possesses no special significance. The
word occurs again in describing the rugged ridges of
thick tubular skin, seventeen in number, which, like
shields, protect the invulnerable crocodile.?

This explanation adds’ new meaning and beauty
to the opening words of the 42d Psalm. These are
literally—

version,

“ As the hind panteth over the aqueducts,
So panteth my soul after thee, O God.” 3

In our Bible it reads “ panteth after the water
brooks.” But the picture of the Psalmist is far

1 Job xl. 18, 2 Job xli. 15.

3 Psalm xlii. 1. The Hebrew of the first line of this verse reads:
Do™PaN ’DQ le_)ll'l '7:&5_3, kdayyal ta'droag ’al dpheckaiy-mayim.
’Al is in almost every instance to be rendered “ upon,” “over,” or
‘“above,” and this makes it impossible to translate dpheekaiy-mayim,
“ water brooks,” for a deer would not “pant,” or *bray,” for water
if it were standing over an open stream. The whole force of the
simile is lost in our version, for the thought in the mind of David is
the sense of the inaccessibility of those spiritual privileges which
he had once enjoyed in attending the services of the sanctuary.
The Psalm bears marks of having been written at the season when

he was compelled to fly, from- Jerusalem by Absalom’s rebellion.
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stronger than this. He is lamenting his banish-
ment {rom Zion and all its spiritual privileges in
the manifested presence of Jehovah. He thirsts
after God, and longs to taste again the joy of
His house, like the parched and weary hind who
comes to a covered channel, conveying the living
waters of some far-off spring across the intervening
desert. She scents the precious current in its bed of
adamantine cement, or hears its rippling flow close
beneath her feet, or perchance sees it deep down
through one of the narrow air-holes, and, as she
agonises for the inaccessible draught, she “ panteth
over the aqueducts!” Yet again the Psalmist
cries—

“ Turn our captivity, O Jehovah,

As aqueducts in the Negeb.” !

This Negeb, or South Country, the region stretch-
ing below Hebron, being comparatively dry and
waterless, was doubtless irrigated by a system of -
small artificial channels. The words of the Psalmist
imply that it is as easy for God to turn Israel back
from Babylonian bondage to their own land, as for
the horticulturist to direct the waters of the spring
to any part of the land he chooses along the channels
of the aqueducts. These aqueducts are spoken of
in connection with the irrigation of the Nile valley,’
and the fertility of the mountain districts of Pales-

! Pralm cxxvi, 4. 2 Ezekiel xxxii. 6.
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tine. more especially Judah.! Speaking of millennial
times, the prophet declares—
“The mountains shall drop down new wine,
And the hills shall flow with milk,
And all the aqueducts of Judah shall flow with waters,”®
If this be, as I believe, the true meaning of
dpheek, then those places in Palestine which answer
to the sites of Aphaik and Aphaikah, and those, of
which there are several, bearing the modern name
of Feek, will probably appear by the memoirs of the
Pulestine Survey, or from the Survey itself, to stand
in connection with some ancient aqueducts, or rocky
aqueduct-like ravines,

When a friend of mine, who is an able and
observant expositor of Scripture, was travelling
in' Egypt, during a visit to Alexandria, he noticed
quite casually the following incident, which I will
.give in his own words:—*“ An aged beggar, whose
appearance and garb attracted attention, was slowly
pacing the street. A young man, bent on a practical
joke, stepped up cautiously behind him, and either
pulled or pushed him. The moment he had done
so, with great adroitness he stepped back, stooped
down in a squatting posture after the fashion of the

1 Ezekiel xxxi. 12. The meaning of dpheek in Ezekiel vi. 3;
xxxiv. 13; xxxv. 8; xxxvi. 4, 6, I take to be “ravine,” or narrow,
rocky, aqueduct-like bed of mountain torrents. It is possible that
the word in Joel iii. 18 should be rendered in the same way.

2 Joel iii. 18.
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Easterns, and, assuming an air of innocence and
unconcern, commenced seribbling with his finger on
the ground. His manner was, in fact, that of a
wholly abstracted person, who paid no attention to
anything going on around. He behaved as though
he saw not the surprise, nor heard the exclamation
of the old man.”

Perhaps few of the simple actions of our Lord
have given rise to more conjecture than that which
occurred in the case of the accusation by the Scribes
and Pharisees of the woman taken in the act of
adultery.! Here, however, the precisely similar con-
duct of an Eastern gives the right explanation, while
thoroughly justifying the gloss which our translators
have put on the passage by the words they have
added in italics. Our Saviour, indignant at the
hardened hypocrisy of the accusers, desired to give
them an impressive rebuke by treating them with
silent contempt, and, by studied and well-understood
manner, affecting to be entirely indifferent to their
insincere charge. Jesus, we read, “stooped down,
and with his finger wrote on the ground, [as though
ke heard them not]”

1 John viii. 6. T am aware that the best critics reject the whole
narrative in which these words appear. But as long as it holds its
place in our version, and there is any probability that the circum-
stance actually occurred, the above explanation ought to be generally
known While this work is going through the press, the Revised
Version of the New Testament bas appeared, in which the passage
is retained, but placed within brackets, and the words in italics are
left out



CHAPTER III.

-MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATI/ONS,

(Continued.)

¢ Lvery scribe who has been made a, disciple in respect to tho
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, who
bringeth forth out of his treasury things new and old.” —MATTHEW
xiil. §2. T ‘
THE power of lungs possessed by both men and
women in the East is very remarkable. In giving
an account of sifting, I shall have occasion to de-
scribe the way in which the sifter aids the simple
but searching process by blowing with much strength
across the surface of the sieve instead of using a
fan. It is not, however, the only trying use to
which the people of Palestine, who seem to utterly
despise all labour-saving apparatus, are in the habit
of putting their singularly strong chests. On all
ordinary occasions, when making or reviving a fire,
they employ their mouths, where we should employ
a pair of bellows. Placing their lips close to the

wood or charcoal, with great and continuously sus-
s
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tained force they blow upon the embers until they
give out a warm and steady blaze. I have repeatedly
watched my servants kindling a flame in this labo-
rious manner. The practice is universal, and indeed
they call this blowing “ making the fire”” There
are, I believe, pointed references to it in the Bible.
Speaking of the judgments to come upon Jerusalem,
God says, “I will blow against thee the fire of my
wrath, . . . . Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire.”?
Of the hypocrite’s end it is said by Zophar the
Naamathite—

“A fire not blown shall consume him,” %

that is, “a supernatural fire;” for this was probably
a cruel allusion to “the fire of God,” the lightning
that fell from heaven, and destroyed Job’s flocks
and shepherds.?

One of the great inconveniences of life in the
tents of the Bedaween Arabs, and in the houses of the
fellahheen, which are built without chimneys, is the
kindling of wood fires in the midst of an apartment,
from whence the smoke, having no regular place
of egress, spreads into every corner. In the houses
of the rich braziers of charcoal are employed, and as
their contents are carefully burnt in the open air to
a white heat before they are brought into the midst

1 Ezeldel xxi 31, 32, 2 Job xx. 26. 8 Job i. 16,
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of & room, they give out no fumes of any kind, while
diffusing a genial warmth. It was on such a “fire
of coals,” that is, small pieces of charcoal—the only
coal known in Bible lands—that the angel of the
Lord baked a cake for Elijah, and that Christ, when
appearing to His disciples at the Sea of Galilee, pre-
pared fish and breadl It was around such a brazier
of charcoal that Peter sat with the servants and the
officers in the High Priest’s palace when he denied
the Lord? But in the homes of the people at
large, and even in the tents of Arab sheikhs and
the houses of some head-men in the poorer villages,
wood fires are, for several purposes, the only ones
employed.

I was entertained for three days in the spring
of 1872 by the Arab sheikh who presides in the
village of Tudmoor, the ancient Tadmor in the wil-
derness built by Solomon,® which is now contained,
with much ground besides to spare, within the still-
standing curtain walls of the vast temple of the sun.
His home presented one of those wonderful contrasts
of ancient grandeur and still more ancient simplicity
which lend the height of picturesqueness to modern
Syria. The guest chamber on this occasion was

1 1 Kings xix. 5, 6; John xxi. 9. 2 John xviil. 18.
3 2 Chronicles viii. 4. This remote spot, the Ultima Thule of
Syrian travel, is better known by its later Greek name of Pal-

myra, which, like its Hebrew name, Tadmor, is indicative of an
oagis of palm-trees, some of which remain to the present day.
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unfortunately full, and I and my companion had to
share it with some eight native friends who were
also visiting the sheikh at this time. The room was
far from large, and, as it had to serve as usual for
our bedroom by night as well as our dining and
sitting-room by day, we suffered congiderable incon-
venience. But next to the plague of vermin, intro-
duced by the Arab guests, nothing tried me more
than the smoke, which rose from the large wood
fire, kindled from time to time on the stone floor in
the midst of the room. Before daybreak the servant
came in, and stepping over the bodies of the sleep-
ing guests as we lay on our simple mattresses on
the floor, lighted a pile of wood, much of which was
in a green condition, and proceeded to prepare our
morning cups of coffee. However difficult it had
been to sleep amid the attacks of countless small
tormentors during the night, this was even worse,
and I now found myself forced to get up. The
wreaths of smoke got into my throat and made me
cough, while also causing the most painful irritation
to my eyes and nostrils. Our host proceeded to
invite us as usual to gather round the fire and drink
coffee with him. This was the most trying part of
the day. At such time there was no escaping from
the fumes, and my eyes were constantly filled with
water, and became painfully inflamed. Had not the
stringent rules of Eastern etiquette, rendering it
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imperatively necessary that I should drink my host’s
coffee, and the cold of the grey dawn without equally
constrained me, I should have fled from the house
to escape the torturing smoke.

In some large dwellings chimney-places exist of
a rude kind, with a hearth enclosed by slabs of
stone, sometimes with an andiron. - But the houses
generally are built without chimneys, and the fire
is lighted in the centre of the room, and the smoke
allowed to escape where it can. Doubtless it was
this primitive and universal practice which gave
rise to the expressive proverb—

« Ag smoke to the eyes,
So is the sluggard to them that send him.”

The irritation and annoyance caused by an idle and
worthless servant is thus forcefully and graphically
described under a most familiar figure. Fortunately
these fires, save in the coldest weather, are not con-
tinually burning, but are only lighted at such time
as guests drop in and coffee has to be prepared. In
the severest parts of winter, however, when the
family can afford the fuel, they are kept up all day.
The constant smoke arising from green wood must
in such cases prove a most painful nuisance to those
who have to stay in the house. It would seem
that this is the allusion of the Most High when, of

1 Proverbs x. 26.



70 PALESTINE EXPLORED.

His rebellious, idolatrous, self-righteous people, He

declares—
“ These are a smoke in my nose,
A fire that burneth all the day.”?

David, when exiled in the barren wilderness of
Judea, amid terrible sufferings and privation, and
almost in despair at the long loss of spiritual privi-
leges, cries—

“ My tears have been my food day and night.”?
To an English ear such a figure of speech sounds
strained and unnatural. Tears, it would seem to us,
might indeed have been called by David his drink,
but that they should be said to be his “food,” or
meat, appears at first sight very inappropriate.

Yet in the East nothing could be more proper
than this bold but perfectly consistent representa-
tion. Solid meat is, and always must have been,
comparatively rare in Syria. Beef is seldom or
never eaten, mutton in summer is very scarce, and
lean goat’s-flesh is in many parts all that can be

1 Tsaiah lxv. 5.

? Psalm xlii. 3. The word “food” here, mnﬁ, lehhem, in most
instances translated * bread ” in our version, is edible provision of
any kind It is used of manna (Exodus xvi. 4, 8, 12), of mallows
(Job xxx. 4), of fruit (Jeremiah xi. 19), of the whole of the rich
provision at Joseph’s feast (Genesis xliii. 25, 31), and of the flesh of
animal eacrifices (Numbers xxviii. 2). It frequently occurs in the
technical sense of * bread " made of wheat, barley, millet, or some
other grain,
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obtained for several months in the year. The im-
possibility, owing to the warmth of the weather, of
hanging the meat, even when it can be procured,
renders it tough, and makes it necessary for culinary
purposes to broil or stew it to excess. The invari-
able method of preparing animal food throughout
the East is that indicated in the injunction to Peter
in the heavenly vision, namely, “kill and eat.”!
When thus cooked immediately after it is slaugh-
tered, and while the carcass is still warm, the meat
is far more tender and good than when it has been
hung for a day, but not quite so tender or well
flavoured as when eaten in that state of incipient
corruption in which we partake of it in the West.
All the Bedaween Arab sheikhs, who very rarely
take meat at any other time, on the arrival of a guest
whom they desire greatly to honour, like Abraham
in entertaining his angel visitants, kill a sheep, lamb,
or kid of the goats, for the wealthiest now would
geldom venture on so valuable an offering as the fat
young calf prepared by Israel’s hospitable and gene-
rous ancestor. The entire animal is cooking hard
by in the great iron pot before you have been an
hour in your host’s tent. But in this case, when
the joints appear whole, they are ready to fall to
pieces from excessive stewing, so that each guest
easily carves for himself with his own fingers.

1 Aects x. 13.
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Thus it has naturally come about that food in
Palestine consists very largely of broths and pot-
tages, answering somewhat to our plain soups, in
which thie meat is served up in shreds. The poor
particularly relish these soups, and in making them
they use not only garden vegetables, but a great
variety of wild plants. This is the chief dish at
their principal or evening meal. The main nourish-
ment is in most cases in the broth itself, which
always forms the most substantial and palatable
part of prepared food at a truly Oriental board.
Jacob’s mess of pottage, probably, frem its being
called “ that red,” the delicious Eastern preparation
of red lentil soup, represented to the hungry and
reckless Esau as substantial a dish as our roast
beef!! The wretched weakness and folly of Esau
in being tempted by such a repast as we should
understand by “a mess of pottage,” has appeared no
doubt to many utterly unaccountable. But what
has been said above will show that this reckless,
worldly-minded, famishing man had a stronger in-
ducement to indulge his appetite than is generally
supposed.

The liquid character of prepared food is particu-
larly noticeable amongst the nomad population of
Palestine. The usual fare of the Bedaween Arabs,
called ayesh, is flour made into a paste, and boiled

U Geneeis xxv. 29-34. In verse 34 it is called “ lentile pottage.”
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with sour camel’s-milk. The latter is sometimes
exchanged for lébén, or goat’s sour butter-milk, in
which float on special occasions the meagre pieces
of overdone meat. It is exceedingly interesting
to observe that the forty-second Psalm bears every
mark of being written by David during a time of
exile, when he was compelled to hide in the wilder-
ness of Judea, and live like the desert tribes. Hence
the royal Psalmist could not, under the circumstances,
have used a more striking and appropriate metaphor.

Throughout Egypt and Syria a special kind of
jewellery is made, fashioned from gold or silver
mixed with the least possible alloy. In Egypt
women wear plain bracelets of two thick solid
twists of such gold, with scarcely any workmanship,
but worth from twenty to thirty pounds, their value
consisting alone of the weight of precious metal
which they contain. Though these ornaments are
solid, and of considerable thickness, they require no
clasp. So malleable is the gold, owing to its freedom
from admixture with any other metal, that the
ends of these stout coils easily admit of being
unbent by a lady’s fingers so as to be placed round
the wrist, and when in that position can with the
simple pressure of the hand be restored to their
circular form. Gold and silver ornaments of such
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kind do not, it is true, exhibit any highly-wrought
work, being in too soft a state to admit of this,
But, since in Bible lands massive worth seems
always in trinkets to have been more highly prized
than fineness of graving, this is of little consequence.
There is a regular standard or assay of gold and
silver jewellery of this sort, and in both cases these
metals are mixed with so little alloy that they are
always said to be “pure.” Thus, when buying any
article in the metal-worker's bazaar at Cairo, the
modern capital of Egypt, the purchaser before doing
80 carries it to a certain officer, who is stationed on
the spot, and who applies tests, and, if it be genuine,
gives a written certificate stating it to be of “ pure
gold,” or “pure silver,” as the case may be. Orna-
ments of this kind are much prized, and are only
possessed by the wealthy; whereas jewellery of the
ordinary description, especially silver jewellery, is
worn in great abundance by all classes. .

Repeated mention is made in Scripture of this
“pure gold.” We are told that the furniture of the
Tabernacle, and afterwards of the Temple, together
with the porch of the latter, was overlaid with it.!
Solomon’s royal throne was also overlaid with the
same, and whereas the ordinary drinking vessels of
this magnificent monarch are said to have been of

1 Exodus xxv. 11, 17,29, 31, 38; 1 Kings vii. 49, 50 ; 2 Chronicles
il 4
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“gold,” those of his most splendid palace, “ the
house of the forest of Lebanon,” so called from the
vast quantity of cedar employed in its construction,
are specially said to have been of “pure gold.”!
This form of the precious metal is used in several
passages as a figure of great excellence and value.
Thus Job in his final speech declares of Divine

wisdom —
“The price of wisdom is above pearls ;

N c.)r shall it .be weighed with pure gold.”3
Speaking of the glories of God's anointed, the
Psalmist says—
“Thou hast set :; crown of pure gold on his head.”3

In that glowing figurative picture of the Holy City,
New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven—the last and brightest of prophetic visions
—we read of that abode of the blest, “the city was
pure gold,” and even its broad street shone with
a like splendour.?

It has been observed that the various species of
ants which are found in Europe lie dormant during
winter. They therefore neither require nor lay up
food for that season. Notwithstanding the explicit
statements of Scripture to the contrary, some still

1 2 Chronicles ix. 17, 20. 2 Job xxviii. 18, 19.
¥ Psalm xxi. 3. 4 Revelation xxi. 18, 21.
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say it is the same in the East. On one occasion,
while encamped, about the middle of March, near
Tiberias, on the western shore of the Lake of Gali-
lee, I witnessed a sight that has left no doubt in
my own mind on this subject. I was walking in
the immediate neighbourhood of our tents, when I
noticed a line of those large black ants, some three-
eighths of an inch in length, with which I had
become familiar in other parts of the country.
These insects were marching towards their nest,
which was hidden at a distance amongst the rich
wild growth. Another. party were passing them
empty handed on their return. -Those who were
making for their nest were each laden with a grain
of barley, longer and larger than themselves. They
managed to drag the grain with singular rapidity,
and had overy appearance of having been thus
engaged for a length of time. The work was pro-
ceeding in the most orderly and methodical manner,
every one of the immense host being loaded in
a similar way. It looked like a moving multitude
of barley corns.

Curious to find whence they drew their supplies,
I traced the line of ants back till I found it reaching
to a spot where the corn that was to form the
provender for our horses had been carelessly tossed
about, and lay scattered on the ground. Possibly
the mookaries. or mule-drivers, had spilled it from
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their sacks, or perhaps the tethered animals, in
their eagerness to devour, had jerked it out of the
nose-bags with which they are fed. What was
going on under my eyes was not the mere sup-
Ply of the daily needs of the insect community,
but the harvesting of food that was to be laid
up in store against the winter. No one who had
witnessed it could doubt this any more than if he
had seen fieldmice in our country laying up a store
of beechnuts at a time when their food is most
abundant. An explanation of the matter may be
found in the warmth of regions like Tiberias and
the Jordan valley generally. It is highly pro-
bable that the ants there do not experience the
state of torpor in which they lie throughout the
long and severe season of cold in our northern
latitude, and consequently have need of food during
the winter months.

Hence the accuracy and beauty of that striking
figure of thrift and industry given by the inspired
naturalist—

“Go to the ant, thou sluggard !
Observe her ways, and be wise ;
‘Which having no governor,
Overseer, or ruler,
Provideth her bread in the summer,
And gathereth her food in the harvest.” !

1 Proverbs vi, 6-8,
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Again, in his enumeration of four things which are
“exceeding wise,” giving the same insect as one,
he dwells with admiration upon this feature of its
provident character—

“The ants are a people not strong,
Yet they prepare their food in the summer,”?

Summer, kayitz’ is the time of summer fruits, that
is, the time when most fruits ripen—from the middle
of June to the middle of August. We might expect
to find that they “ prepare their food in the summer ”
for the coming winter, the Scripture season of
hhoareph,) commencing in Noyvember, when all the
earth becomes bare from the last of ite produce
being plucked off and taken away. But that they
should “gather their food in the harvest, katzeer,” *
the time of cutting the crop, that is, the main
winter crop of wheat or barley, which takes place
towards the latter end of April and during May,
almost in the first hours of settled fine weather,

1 Proverbs xxx. 25, B o)

3 §JM from the root §7N, hharaph, “to pluck off.” Hence it
comes metaphorically to mean “to strip of honour or value,” “to
reproach,” “to blaspheme.”

4 V¥ from YD katzar, “to cut or crop off.” This order of the
seasons, so strange to us, occurs again in the pathetic lament in Jere-
miah viii. 20—

4 The harvest is past, the summer is ended ;
And we are not saved.”
It is, however, perfectly natural and strictly correct as regards
Palestine, where harvest precedes summer.



MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 79

when a bountiful supply to continue for six months
might well tempt to idle and careless indulgence,
forms a never-to-be-forgotten example of moderation,
prudence, energy, and forethought—truly germs of
a character “exceeding wise.”

The flies of Palestine are at times terribly trouble-
some in the warm season. There are in particular
seven different kinds, which cause great annoyance.
First of these may be enumerated the Dubban
balady, or common fly of the country, resembling
our common house-fly, which appears on the plains
at the beginning of April, and on the mountaing
about the end of that month. They come in vast
quantities, and their bite in hot weather causes con-
siderable irritation. Secondly, there is the Dubban
shurran, or the “Donkey-fly,” which specially attacks
this animal, and causes it much distress. Thirdly,
there is the Dubban hhail, or common “ horse-fly,”
a large, flat, brown insect, said by the country people
to be the Donkey-fly when it has atfained its full
size. It is a great torment to horses and mules,
settling upon them chiefly when they are heated
and fatigued in very large numbers.

A fourth species is the Dubban azrack, or the
“ blue-fly,” which also attacks horses and other
animals, and has a very venomous sting. When
bitten by it they bleed from the wound, and become
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wildly infuriated. After a long journey their bellies
and fetlocks may be seen red with blood. These
flies are mostly to be met with on the hot plains,
such as the country near Jenin, the En-Gannim of
Scripture, on the south of the plain of Esdraelon,
called in Scripture the plain of Jezreel, and the
plains of Acre and Sharon. To guard their valuable
horses from the fierce attacks of these insects, the
Arabs use gaudy-coloured woollen trappings, con-
sisting of an apron over the belly, with long fringes
and four huge tassels at the corners, that, swinging
below, afford some protection to the legs. On the
Philistine plains, from time immemorial the chief
haunt of this pest, during the latter part of summer
and the season spoken of in Scripture as “heat,”?
that is, from the middle of August to the latter end
of Qctober, travelling, especially in connection with
transport of goods, is only attempted at night
time.

The fifth kind is the Namous, the well-known
mosquito. This torment of all hot countries abounds
in the well-cultivated and well-watered districts of
Palestine. The hissing sound they emit gives warn-
ing of their approach during the day, and the natives
by long practice are able to strike them the moment
they settle upon their hands or face before they
have time to inflict their painful sting. During the
night nets can be used to keep them at a distance,

1 Genests viii. 22.
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but practically it is a very difficult thing to escape
them altogether, even in this way. They are very
numerous in the lowland districts, and reach even
the highest parts of the central mountains of Israel
and Judah.

A sixth and still more formidable species are
called Heshes. These are sand-flies, and are par-
ticularly active at night-time. Not only are they
very numerous, and their bite extremely irritating,
but they are so small that no nets can keep them
away from the sleeper, and they do not, like the
mosquito, give due warning of their approach. They
chiefly make their appearance in the early summer,
and very formidable they are at such time.

The seventh and last kind that infest the Holy
Land are the much-dreaded Barghash, another species
of sand-fly, with glistening white wings, to be met
with in the hottest districts, such as Gaza, Ramleh,
the neighbourhood of Tiberias, and the Jordan
valley. They are specially active and irritable at
mid-day in May, June, and July. They swarm
on some occasions so largely that they fill the air,
and one cannot eat or drink without being obliged
to swallow them. At these times they reign supreme,
and are a positive plague. Even the natives of
Syria are tormented by them. This I cannot help
thinking must have been the insect which Vinisauf

describes as causing such terrible distress to the
¥
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crusading army under our Richard the First, when
they were marching on the maritime plains not very
far from Hebron. He says: “ The army, stopping a
while there, rejoicing in the hope of speedily setting
out for Jerusalem, were assailed by a most minute
kind of fly, flying about like sparks, which they
called Cincinelle. With these the whole neighbour-
ing region round about was filled. These most
wretchedly infested the pilgrims, piercing with great
smartness the hands, necks, throats, foreheads, and
faces, and every part that was uncovered, a most
violent burning tumour following the punctures
made by them, so that all that they stung looked
like lepers.” He adds, “That they could hardly
guard themselves from the most troublesorme vexa-
tion by covering their heads and necks with veils.”?
The white glistening wings of the insect I have
described, which comes out in such crowds in the
bright sun, would well account for its being com-
pared to a “spark.” It was at Ekron, in this same
Philistine country, not far from where the crusaders
met these tiny but formidable foes, that Baal-zebub,
“the Lord of flies,” was formally worshipped, and
was supposed to possess the power of predicting life
or death? This form of idolatry may well have
arisen from the dread these insects inspired. The
third and fourth plagues sent upon the land of

1 Harmer’s Qbservations, vol. iii. p. 310. 2 2 Kings i. 2.
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Egypt have been supposed to consist, the former
of mosquitoes, and the latter of innumerable swarms
of sand-flies

The fly is employed as a figure by the prophet
Isaiah, who cries—

“Jehovah will hiss for the fly

That is in the uttermost part of the streams of Egypt.”?
A bold metaphor, under which a distressing inva-
sion of the country by vast hordes of Egyptians is
graphically pictured. The terror of such a judg-
ment may well appear from what has been said of
the nature of the flies of Palestine. The connection,
too, of gnats and sand-flies with the numerous
“streams,” or artificial canals, of Egypt, which
irrigate that verdant and garden-like land, is pecu-
liarly appropriate, for such green water-courses
form the special breeding-grounds of these insects.

Jeremiah addressing the Philistines, against whom

he is pronouncing coming woe, exclaims—
“How long wilt thou cut thyself?”3

To this day may be witnessed throughout the Holy
Land the hideous sight which gave rise to the allu-
sion. The Derweeshes, or Muslim devotees, make a
practice of cutting themselves with sharp iron darts,
pointed iron maces, and swords. This sight may be

1 Exodus viii. 16-24.  ? leaiah vii. 18, 9 Jeremish xlvii §:
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seen In public on certain great occasions when some
sq-called holy sheikh, or some celebrated pilgrim
on his journey to Mecca, makes his entry into a
city. The most devout, or rather I should say the
most fanatical, Derweeshes who may be present at
such time, appear stripped naked to their waist, and
transfix their cheeks, arms, and breasts with the
various weapons they carry, but more especially
with their short slender iron darts, and spiked iron
maces with dagger-like appendages at either end.
The holes in their flesh into which these instruments
are darted, and from which they may afterwards be
seen hanging down, have in most instances been
pierced before, and have healed over, like those
which are made for ear-rings. Sometintes these
holes in the cheeks are skilfully concealed beneath
their beards. But on other occasions, when their
feelings are wrought up to a greater pitch of frenzy,
they will seize their swords, and, first carefully
covering themselves with long sheets, will gash
their foreheads till the blood spurts out upon them !
All these exercises are professedly the effects of
anguish arising from a sense of sin, an anguish
which, in some instances, we cannot doubt to be
genuine.

These men, who abound in Palestine, are the
modern representatives of those priests of Baal,
who, during the sacrifice at Carmel, in deep distress
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of mind when no fire fell in answer to their prayers,
“cut themselves after their manner with swords and
spears till the blood gushed out upon them.”* 1In our
Bibles it is said they cut themselves “with knives
and lancets.” The Hebrew words are hherev? and
roamahh® Hherev, rendered in our version “ knife,”
is in almost every instance (and it occurs three
hundred and ninety times) rendered “sword.” The
word roamahh is in all the other fourteen passages
where it occurs plainly “spear” or “javelin.” The
reader will observe that the correct rendering, which
no doubt appeared too bold for our translators to
adopt, brings out a lifelike resemblance to the
practices of the modern Derweesh !

The eighty men, who, when coming up to
Gedaliah, the governor of the cities of Judah, were
so cruelly and treacherously slain by the conspirator
Ishmael, were in deep mourning. In describing
their appearance, we are told that, in addition to
having their beards shaved and their clothes rent,
they had “cut themselves.”* Again, in drawing
the picture of severe and general lamentation, the
same prophet says—

“Upon all hands are gashes.”

11 Kings xviil. 28. a0 . npn
¢ Jeremiah xli. §.
8 Jeremiah xlviii. 37 ; see also Jeremiah xvi. 6.
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The figurative inquiry, therefore,
“How long wilt thou cut thyself1”

means, “how long wilt thou be in grievous lamen-
tation and distress?”. It is not a little striking
and appropriate that the four allusions to this
cutting, so intimately connected with mourning,
all occur in Jeremiah, the prophet of lamentation
and woe.

The almost tropical violence witk which the
winter rains sometimes descend in Syria renders
travelling in certain parts during such occasions both
difficult and dangerous. At times, too, though these
occurrences are comparatively rare, there are severe
snowstorms, after which the snow melts with great
suddenness. As much as half an inch of rain has
been known to fall within the space of half an hour
upon lands which were already so steeped with
water that no more could sink into the soil. Let
this quantity be calculated over the wide area of
the bare hillsides, and the sudden and alarming
nature of the floods which then visit a land, suffer-
ing at other seasons rather from a lack of water,
may well be understood. Lieutenant Conder, R.E,
speaking of Bedaween life, says: “In more than
one instance, a sudden thunderstorm in the hills
has brought a flood down the great valleys, in the
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bottom of which the smaller groups of tents are
often found, and the water has carried away and
drowned the whole settlement, together with its
flocks.”? Just such a scene must have been present
to our Saviour’s imagination when He pictured the
fall of the house built on the sand during a violent
winter tempest.?

Nor are these. terribly sudden freshets the only
peril of floods. Travellers in Syria, who pass through
the country on ordinary occasions, can form no idea
of the fury possessed during storms by streams
which at other times are comparatively small
There are only about half-a-dozen bridges in the
whole of Palestine, in addition to a few ferries on
the Jordan.  All rivers have, therefore, to be
forded, either on foot or on horseback. Some, like
“that ancient river, the river Kishon,” are specially
dangerous owing to their muddy and treacherous
bottoms. Along the whole of the western coast it
is usual to cross the streams at their mouths, close
to the sea, where the sand which they accumulate
makes them shallower. This, however, in the case
of heavy storms, when a strong surf is on the beach,
adds a new peril to the passage.

I well remember on one occasion, on a journey
from Beyrout, after riding all night along the sea-

L Tent Life in Palestine, vol. ii. p. 274
? Matthew vii, 26, 27.
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board, arriving alone with two guides, who knew
but little of that part of the country, on the banks
of the river A4wjah, four miles north of Jaffa. It
was about three o’clock on a cold morning, and
the river was greatly swollen. My guides did not
know where to make the passage. The first time
I endeavoured to cross at the spot they indicated,
my horse, struggling vainly against the torrent,
turned back. I forced him in again a second time,
but had a narrow escape for my life. A huge wave
rolling in caught us up, and in its return well-nigh
drew us out to sea. I owed it to the strength and
courage of my horse that I managed to escape, and
wet and shivering, still found myself stauding by
the bank of the river from which I had started.
Here I was compelled to wait until a party of
peasants, passing that way, guided me to a spot
higher up, where, with the water almost over the
saddle, I managed to cross in their footsteps. These
men, as is usual in such cases, undressed them-
selves, and put their clothes in a bundle on their
heads, and so walked over with the stream breast
high.

On that, and on other occasions, when forced
during winter to ford deep, swollen, rapid rivers,
I was able to realise in all its intensity the
Psalmist’s picture of the persecution and sorrow
under which Israel had well-nigh sunk—
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“Then the waters had overwhelmed us,
The stream had gone over our soul ;
Then the proud waters
Had gone over our soul.”?

Such experiences light up with a vivid fulness
of meaning the Saviour’s supplication founded on
such a scene—

“Save e, O Qod,
For the waters are come in unto my soul.
1 sink in deep mire, where there is no standing ;
I am come into depths of water, and the flood
overfloweth me.

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink ;
May I be delivered from them that hate me,
Ang out of the depths of waters.

Let not the flood of waters overflow me,

Neither let the deep swallow me up.” 2

Better, too, they enable us to enter into the rich
comfort and beauty of that tender promise—
¢ And now thus saith Jehovah, Who created thee, Jacob,

1 Psalm cxxiv. 4, §.
2 Psalm lzix. 1, 2, 14, 15. That these are the words of the Lord
Christ appears plain from verse 9, quoted in John ii. 17—

¢ Zeal for thy house consumed me,"”
and verse 21, quoted in Matthew xxvii. 34—

¢ They gave me gall for my food,
And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink,”
which are evidently spoken by the same person. They are a vivid
expression of that “travail of his soul,” that anguish which He bore
for our eake in the day when, as our sinless substitute—
¢ Jehovah laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
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And who formed thee, Israel ;

Fear not, for I have redeemed thee,

I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine,

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee,

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee”1

The people of Palestine and the surrounding
countries are, as 1 have already had occasion ©
remark, passionately fond of light. " That is a
thoroughly Eastern proverb which says, “Truly the
light is sweet,” and an equally characteristic Oriental
metaphor that puts “light” for joy and gladness?
Even poor people keep a tiny oil lamp burning all
night. This practice is universal, and they are
greatly surprised at the darkness which reigns in
our houses at night-time after _t:,he family has retired
to rest. When, therefore, the Psalmist, recounting
God’s mercies towards Israel, says, that at the
Exodus He led them—

¢« A1l the night with the light of fire,” 3

he not only describes a miraculous means of guid-
ance, but one which to an Eastern nation was full
of peculiar comfort. Hence in the East the posses-
sion of a light came to signify the continuance of
life, for as long as a man was living he kept a

! Issiah xliii. 1, 2. 9 Ecclesiastes xi, 7 ; Esther viii. 16.  *
# Pealm Ixxviii. 14
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lamp burning. So Job declares of the hypocrite’s
destruction—

“Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out,

The light shall become dark in his tent,
And his lamp over him shall go out.”!

And again—

“ How often is the lamp of the wicked put out?
And their destruction cometh upon them 32

The wise man, speaking of retributive justice,

says—
“The light of the righteous shall rejoice ;
But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.” 3

If 