




















































































































































































































































































FROM THE BIBLE STANDPOINT. u9 

enormous quantity of precious metals and stones, and 
also cattle ; and he adds, " the chariots and warlike 
engines of the land of the Khatti I laid up in maga­
zines. Their hostages I took. " 1 Again he marched 
to the fortified city belonging to Lubarna of the land 
of the Khatti. 2 

From these inscriptions, then, it is clear that about 
the time of the siege of Samaria the Hittites were still a 

mighty people, spread over the north of Syria from Car­

chemish to Lebanon, that they had numerous chieftains 
or kings, who ruled over independent districts or strong­
holds, and that as in the days of Rameses II., so in the 
time of the siege of Samaria, the Hittite chiefs were dis­
tinguished among the nations for " their swift chariots, 
their horses, and their engines of war." We are thus 
led to the conclusion that the sacred writer was 
thoroughly acquainted with the times in which he wrote, 
and with the facts which he narrated, and that it was 
Professor Newman's acquaintance with the times of 

which he wrote that does not appear in a very favour­

able light. 
The confirmation of the sacred narrative does not 

depend on the necessary accuracy of Biblical or Assyrian 

chronology, nor on mere isolated or obscure hints found 

1 " Records of the Past," vol. iii. 72, 73. 
2 Professor Max Duncker, after reviewing these campaigns, add11: 

"According to the evidence of the inscriptions, Assur-Nasir-Pal estab­
lished the supremacy of Assyria in the region of the sources of the 
Tigris: but even he does no~ seem to have gone much farther than 
Tigla.th-Pileser before him" (" Hist. Antiq." ii. 310). 
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in the cuneiform inscriptions. Nor can it be said that 

the power of the Hittites was broken before the siege of 
Samaria. The Assyrian records represent the Khatti as 
a martial people strong in war chariots, during a space 
which must of necessity have included the time when 
Samaria was besieged, whatever be the true period for 
that event in Biblical chronology. 

Shalmaneser, the son of Assur-Nasir-Pal, who reigned 
for thirty-five years, the contemporary of Ahab, Jehu, 
and Hazael, set up a large stone at Kurkh, on the river 
Tigris, covered with a long inscription. The stone is 
now in the British Museum, and the whole inscription 
has been translated by Professor Sayce. This inscrip­
tion represents the Hittites of Carchemish marshalling 
"with others for battle." "With them I fought," 
says Shalmaneser. " Their corpses like chaff through 
the country I scattered. Multitudes of chariots and 
horses trained to the yoke I seized." 1 

Again, he says he approached Carchemish, and the 
kings of the country fled at the sight of his weapons. 
Farther on he records that he passed through a city 
"which the men of the Hittites the city of Pethor 
have called," 2 and from Hamah, a town of the 
Hittites, he carried away seven hundred war chariots 
and seven hundred magazines. The inscriptions end 
with a reference to the Hittite chariots : "The river 
Orontes I reached. Their chariots, their magazines, 

1 " Records of the Past," iii. 88. 
~ The native place of Balaam by the river (Numb. xxiL 5). 
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and their horses trained to the yoke I took away from 
them." 1 

In the British Museum there is another important 
inscription of the same king, inscribed on what is known 
as the Black Obelisk. It was found by Sir H. Layard 
in the mound at Nimroud, and was one of the first read 
by Rawlinson and Hincks. The very language of this in­

scription is strikingly in accord with the language of the 
Bible. " The Euphrates in its flood I crossed. The city 
of Dabigu, a choice city of the Hittites, together with 
the cities which were dependent on it I captured." Then 
he refers to a city on the further side of the Euphrates, 
upon the river '' Sagurni, which the kings of the Hittites 

call Pitra, for myself I took." " The Euphrates in its 
upper part I crossed. The tribute of the kings of the 

Hittites all of them I received ..... Their chariots, their 
war carriages, their war material I took from them." 2 

Ceaseless wars seem, from this inscription, to have 

been waged by Assyria against the Hittites and their 
neighbours. " In my eleventh year, for the ninth time, 
the Euphrates I crossed. Cities to a countless number I 
captured. To the cities of the Hittites of the Hamath­
ites I went down. Eighty-nine cities I took. Rimmon 
Idri3 of Damascus, and twelve of the kin,qs of the Hittites." 

"The tribute of the Icings of the Hittites all of them I 
received"• Duncker says Shalmaneser "crossed the 

Euphrates for the twenty-first time," but he does not say 

1 "Records .of the Past,'' vol. iii. pp. 99, 100. 2 Idem, v. 31, 32. 
3 Benhadad. 4 Idem, v. 34-36. 
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he reduced the Hittites. He only asserts that he received 
tribute of Tyre, Sidon, and Byblus, and then assures 
us, quite briefly, in the account of his twenty-fifth 
campaign {835 B.c.), that he received "the tribute of 
all the princes of Syria of the land. of the Khatti." l 

Shalmaneser died in 823 B.C., but the wars between 
the Assyrians and the Hittites seem to have been 
carried on to the time of Sargon. In the annals of 
Sargon, trauslated by Dr. Julius Oppert, we find two 
facts with important bearings on our argument recorded. 
"In the beginning of my reign," says Sargon (B.c. 721), 
" with the help of the Sun, who aided me to vanquish 
my enemies, I besieged, I occupied the town of Samaria, 
and I brought into captivity 27,800 persons." Four 
years later, in 717 B.c., Sargon finally overthrew the 
Hittite kingdom by the defeat of Pisiri, and the capture 
of Carchemish. '' In the fifth year of my reign, Pisiri of 
Carchemish sinned against the gods." 2 In the sequel, 
the Hittites were carried into captivity, and Assyrians 
were placed in their cities. 

Thus the Hittites, who appear for the first time in the 
inscriptions3 of Sargon I., king of Agane,4 cir. 1900 B.c.,5 

1 "Hist. Antiq.," ii. 319. See also Rawlinson, "Ancient Monarchies," 
ii. 363. 2 " Records of the Past," vii. 28-30. 

3 The late George Smith surmises that we owe the preservation of the 
:inscriptions of Sargon I. to Sargon, king of Assyria, who named himself 
after the earlier monarch(" Records of the Past," v. 57). 

4 Dr. Delitzsch reminds me that this word should be written Agade. In 
the unsettled orthography of such words I have followed the authors 
quoted. 

• Mr. Pinches, of the British Museum, by means of a cylinder of 
N abonidus, has placed the date of Sargon as early as 3800 :e.c. 
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disappear from history in the inscriptions of Sargon B.c. 
717. They were a people before Abraham went forth 
from Ur of the Chaldees, and they only yielded to the 
arms of Assyria after the Israelites had been swept from 
Samaria. During the history of the chosen people, from 
the time of Abraham to the captivity, the Hittites are 
often referred to in the Bible. These references have 
been discredited by professed assailants and by weak 
apologists of the historic accuracy of the Bible. We 
have examined the contemporary records of Babylon, 
Assyria, and Egypt, and we find not only collateral 
evidence, which creates a probability in favour of the 
authenticity of the sacred narrative, but side lights, 
which shine so clearly on the incidents that unbelief is 
impossible.1 

1 "The veracity o.f the Old Testament account of the Hittite princes 
contemporary with Solomon had been deemed as presenting insuperable 
difficulties, but the indisputable testimony of the granite records of 
Thothmes and Rameses has le.ft no doubt as to the contemporary rule 
of this powerful race in Northern Syria in the times of the Hebrew 
Judges and Kings" (Lieutenant Conder, "Quarterly Statement of 
Palestine Exploration Fund," January, 1881). 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ARE THE INSCRIPTIONS HITTITE REMAINS ? 

IN 1872, when sending casts of the Hamah inscriptions 
to England, I suggested that they were Hittite remains. 
As Captain Burton says, my theory was received, when 
" first suggested, magno cum risu.'' 1 

The theory is now accepted by most scholars who have 
a claim to be heard on such subjects. Professor Sayce, 
who has devoted his life to the study of such questions, 
not only in his library at home, but by a minute exami­
nation of the Oriental lands referred to, arrived sub­
sequently at the same conclusion without having seen 
my article. He says-" We may now consider the 
Hittite origin of the peculiar system of writing first 
noticed by modern travellers on the site of Hamath, 
to be among the ascertained facts of science ;"' and Dr. 
Isaac Taylor, in his learned book, " The Alphabet," 
refers to these hieroglyphics and sculptures "as in 
the unmistakable style of Hittite art."3 

1 Besant's "Memoir of C. F. T. Drake," p. 19. 
2 "Transactions of the Bib. Arch. Society," ,ol. vii. part ii. p. 248. 

3 Vol. ii. 120. 
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Professor Sayce, Dr. Taylor, and other scholars seem 
to have come to identify the Hamah inscriptions with 
the Hittites as astronomers have sometimes been led to 
the discovery of new planets by the existence of certain 
phenomena which could only be accounted for by the 
presence of some commanding influence. 

The late George Smith "believed that the real connec­
tion between the traditions of Babylonia and Palestine 
would never be cleared until the literature of the Syrian 
population which intervened was recovered. "1 The 
Hittite inscriptions and peculiar sculptures supplied the 
missing link looked for by Professor Sayce, Dr. Taylor, 
Mr. George Smith, Dr. Duncke, and others. A number of 
curious inscriptions on rocks and coins were discovered 
throughout Asia Minor. The characters on some of 
these inscriptions were remotely related to the Greek, 
but others had no affinity to either Greek or Phrenician. 

By means of a Cypriote and Phrenician inscrip­
tion discovered at Idalion, by Mr. Hamilton Lang, and 

read by the late George Smith, the key was found to 
the mysterious Asianic scripts. " Them could be 
little doubt," says Dr. Isaac Taylor, "that the Cypriote 
syllabary, thus curiously recovered, was no arbitrary 
invention, but the survival of an extremely ancient 
script, which must have prevailed in Cyprus prior to the 
introduction of alphabetic writing.:•: "It was manifest 

not only that writing was practised in the Troad before 

1 George Smith's "Chaldean Account of Genesis," p. 311. 
' "The Alphabet," ii. 114. 



126 ARE THE INSCRIPTIONS 

the introduction of either the Phcenician or the Greek 
alphabet, but that the non-Hellenic characters in the 

Lycian, Carian, and Cappadocian alphabets, as we11 as 
the Cypriote syllabics, were all derived from a common 
source.'' 1 

"To complete the solution of the problem offered 
by the Asianic alphabets, one step only was required 
-namely, the discovery of the source from which 
the Cypriote syllabary was itself obtained. It had no 
recognizable affinities with the graphic systems of the 
Greeks, the Phcenicians, the Egyptians, or the Assyrians ; 
but the analogy of other scripts made it probable that 
it was the ultimate survival of some extremely ancient 
mode of picture-writing." 2 The central stock, of which 
the Cypriote, and the other mysterious scripts of Asia 
Minor, are branches, is represented by the Hamah and 
kindred inscriptions of which we suppiy copies. '' These 
monuments," says Dr. Isaac Taylor, "are those of a 
people who have been identified with the Hittites of the 
Old Testamen~ the Kheta of the Egyptian monuments, 
the Khatti of Assyrian records, and the "-{,Tuoi of 
Homer (Od. xi. 521). They were one of the most 
powerful peoples of the primeval world, their empire 
extending from the frontier of Egypt to the shores of the 
JEgean, and, like the Babylonians and the Egyptians, 
they possessed a culture, an art, and a script peculiar 
to themselves, and plainly of indigenous origin."' 

1 "The Alphabet," voL ii. 115. ~ Idern, vol. ii. 119. 
s Gladstone's "Homeric Synchronisms," pp. 174, 182. 

' "The Alphabet," ii. 120. 
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" It is now admitted that the primitive art, the 
mythology, and the metrical standards of Asia Minor, 
were to a great extent obtained from the Hittites, and 
the independent system of picture-writing which 
they possess, offers an obvious source from which the 
Asianic syllabary might have been obtained." 1 

Dr. Taylor gives in a tabular form some of the 
Hittite and Cypriote characters/ which have been iden­
tified by Professor Sayce as agreeing in appearance and 
value ; and while he considers the decipherment pro­
visional, he thinks it suffices to show that the true origin 
of the Cypriote syllabary has at last been discovered.3 

The above conclusions have been reached chiefl.v ., 
under the guidance of Professor Sayce. In an Appendix 
to Dr. Schliemann's work on his excavations at Hissarlik, 
he declared that the Cypriote characters were but a local 
form of a syllabary once in use throughout Asia Minor 
before the introduction of the simpler Greek alphabet, 
and he adds, after comparing the Cyprus script with 
the scripts of Asia Minor, " that we must seek the origin 
of the syllabary, not in Cyprus, but in Asia Minor, and 
compare the Hittite characters rather with those of the 
syllabary of the mainland than with those of the sylla­
bary of the island." 4 

Professor Sayce, however, takes in a wider field in his 
generalization. He reviews the curious monuments 

1 " The Alphabet," vol. ii. 122. 2 See p. 169. 
3 Idem, vol. ii.123. 

4 "Transactions of the Bib. Arch. Soc.," vol. vii. part ii. p. 279. 
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scattered throughout Asia Minor, and while he considers 

them related to early Babylonian1 art, and not altogether 

unaffected by Egyptian,' he unhesitatingly pronounces 

them "characteristic specimens of Hittite art." "On ' 

the whole," he says, "I am inclined to think that they 

are memorials of the Hittites themselves, partly because 
no other people in that part of the world seem to have 
had either the power or the culture needful for their 
creation, partly because the monuments found in 
Lykaonia and Lydia are plainly the monuments of a 
successful invasion, and the Hittites were the only 
people in Western Asia strong enough to undertake 
d. »3 1stant conquests. 

It seems to me that the Hamah inscriptions, and 
others of similar character since discovered, are Hittite 
remains, from the consideration that none of the other 
theories advanced as to their origin appear satisfactory. 
I shall first examine the most plausible of these 
theories, and then give my reasons for believing that the 

inscriptions scattered throughout the land of the 
Hittites are nothing less than Hittite remains. 

At first, as Mr. Hyde Clarke said, "they were pro­
nounced by men of high authority not to be inscriptions 
at all, but vagaries of ornamentation.m But a glance 

at the sharply cut figures showed that they were in 

great part ideographic characters, and more closely 
resembling phonetic writing than the hieroglyphfos of 

l "Transactions of Bib. Arch. Soc.," vol. vii. pp. 250 and 261. 
2 Idem, vol. vii. 273. 3 Idem, vol. vii. 253. 
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Egypt.. Comparisons show that the characters resemble 
the Cypriote syllabary, to which they doubtless stand 
in parental relation. The discovery of additional inscrip­
tions of the same kind has removed all doubt on this 
point. 

Captain Burton thought the key to the inscriptions 
was to be found in the Bedawi tribe-marks. "I would 
suggest," he says, "that the most feasible way of 
deciphering them would be by comparing them with 
:the Wusitm of the several Bedawi families, tribes, and 
clans." 1 But the location of these inscriptions in great 
cities, and on mountains far from Bedawi influence, and 
the neat appearance and good finish of the characters, 
show that they were executed by a settled people, with 
good instruments, and that they are not likely to have 
any affinity to the scratchy tribe-marks of the Bedawin. 

Mr. Hyde Clarke considered the inscriptions allied 
with the Himyaritic, and through it with the Libyan. 
"We obtain," he says, " out of the Hamah characters 
at least sixteen identifications of form with the Him­
yaritic and Libyan, leaving no reasonable doubt that 
the Hamah characters are partly related to one 
alphabet, in its origin allied to another." 2 

The geographical position of the Himyarites, as well 
as their position in history, make it impossible to accept 
this theory. Mr. H. Clarke takes strange liberties 
with the history of the Himyarites in favour of his 
views. He says, "as to the age of the inscriptions, 

1 "Unexplored Syria," i. 341. 2 Idem, i. 354. 

K 
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they can hardly be lower than the latest date assigned 
to the Himyarites-namely, 100 of the common era, 
but they may be as old as the oldest Himyaritic are 
supposed to be, 600 before the common era." 1 So far 
from these being the assigned dates to the Himyarites, 
M. Caussin places the foundation of the Himyaritic 
kingdom one century before our era and M. Renan 
declares_. " La date des inscriptions Himyarites semble 
etre le 3me et le 4me siecle apres Jesus Christ."~ Gesenius 

also :fixes the date of the Himyaritic inscriptions in 
the fourth century of the Christian era, a period very 
remote from the time when the inscribed clay seals 
found by Layard were used in Sennacherib's palace. 

The location of the Hittites is equally unfavourable 
to Mr. H. Clarke's theory. 

According to Abuel-Fida, the great Arab historian 
of Hamah, " Himyar was the son of Saba, who built 
the city Ma'rib, and the famous Ma'rib dyke, into 
which flowed seventy rivers, and the sons of Himyar 
were the kings of Yemen." 3 The Himyaritic as a 

written language seems to have had its earliest home in 
Yemen, and M. Renan says, "it still exists as a living 
dialect in the adjacent regions, under the name Akhkili.''~ 
There is no proof that the Himyaritic ever existed in 

any force far from the shores of the Red Sea. It is 
dear, then, both as regards space and time, that the 

1 "Unexplored Syria," i. 359. ~ "Langues Semitiques," p. 315. 
3 "Abu el-Fida," i. 105. Ed. Constantinople, A. H. 1286, 

4 "Langues Semitiques," p. 303. 
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Himyaritic lies outside the circle of kinship with the 
Hamathite ; and what is true of the Himyaritic is still 

more true of the Libyan, which Mr. H. Clarke supposed 
to be related to the Hamah inscriptions. 

In 1877 Mr. H. Clarke published a pamphlet setting 
forth a Khita-Peruvian theory. The pamphlet shows 
wide and patient research, but the central hypothesis 

requires support. 
The theories that would connect the inscriptions 

with the Aztec, Corean and Japanese, are so devoid of 
plausibility that we need not consider them. 

Mr. J. A. Johnson, in drawing attention to the 
inscriptions in the " First Statement of the American 
Palestine Exploration Society,"• suggested that they 
were the work of Assyrians, or Egyptians, or Hebrews. 
"We should naturally," he says, " expect to find in 
this vicinity some trace of the Assyrian and Egyptian 
conquerors, who ravaged the valley of the Orontes, and 
of their struggles with the Hittites on this ancient 
field, and of Solomon who built stone cities in Hamah. 

The arrow-headed characters are suggestive of Assur­
N asir-Pal." 

Captain Conder also draws "attention to the 

similarities of the Hittite and the earliest Egyptian 

hieroglyphics," and he has drawn up a list of sixty 
symbols for which parallels may be found in Egyptian 

inscriptions of all ages.2 Perhaps it is sufficient to 

1 July, 1871. 
"Quarterly Statement of Palestine Explor. Fund," for October, 1883. 

K. 2 
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state at once that the Egyptians, the Assyrians, and the 
Hebrews had their own peculiar styles of writing, and 

that these inscriptions are neither Egyptian, nor 
Assyrian, nor Hebrew. The busts and birds and feet 

and animals' heads, and other symbolic forms in the 
inscriptions, are suggestive of the hieroglyphics, while 
the spear-heads have a resemblance to the cuneiform ; 
but Assyriologists and Egyptologists are agreed that 
the Hamah and kindred inscriptions are neither 
Assyrian nor Egyptian. 

Is it not more reasonable to suppose that the inscrip­
tions are not monuments of the invaders, who boasted so 
often that they had "utterly destroyed the Hittites," but 
rather that they are the records of that great Hittite 
people themselves, who for more than a thousand 
years held their own against the might of Assyria and 
Egypt 1 

We have seen that the Egyptians inscribed the records 
of their victories over the Hittites very conspicuously on 
their temples, and that the Assyrians minutely chroni­
cled on stones and bricks their triumphs in the same 
region; but we cannot reasonably conclude from this 
that therefore they wrote them up in the streets of 
Hamah and Carchemish for the edifi.catiou of the van­

quished Hittites. 
The inscribed Hamah stones, as we have seen, were 

dressed narrow towards the parts on which the inscrip­
tions were carved, and the bases were undressed for 
several feet. The stones were built into walls, with 
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the dressed and inscribed parts standing out. They 
were intended to be publicly read, and were doubtless 
in the vernacular of the people. 

Nor is it at all likely that the Hittites would live 

surrounded by such literary nations as the Egyptians, 
the Assyria.us, the Jews, and the Phrenicians, occupying 
so large a place in their estimation, and maintaining 
their ground so well in war and in peace, without 
having a literature of their own, or at least a written 
language. 

The relations of the Hittites with Assyria were very 
extensive. They seem to have been often in alliance 
with the Phrenicians, who were doubtless their carriers 
by sea. Hittite warriors were among King David's 

mighty men at the time he wrote his Psalms, and 
both he and Solomon extended Israelitish influence 
among the Hittites (2 Sam. viii. 10; I Kings xi. 1; 

2 Chron. viii. 4 ). In addition to waging wars, and 

concluding treaties and forming dynastic alliances with 
the Egyptians, the Hittites had commercial transactions 
with them. 

When Kheta-sira went down into Egypt he would 
see on the great temples of the land the pictures 
and records of victories gained over his ancestors. 
Every Hittite who went down into Egypt for horses, 
or chariots, or fine linen, would see wherever he 

went abroad, pictures of the captive Kheta accom­

panying the boastful Egyptian records, and it is 
impossible to conceive that anything but lack of a 
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written language would prevent so patriotic a people 

as the Hittites from writing up their own achievements. 

But we know that the Hittites had a written language, 

and that the "Offensive and Defensive Alliance 
between Kheta and Kemi," which Kheta-sira took with 

him to Egypt, and the translation of which was 
inscribed on the temples, was written in the language 

of the Hittites on a silver tablet. There is even a 

contemptuous reference in one of the inscriptions to the 
literary propensities of the Hittites.• 

From all the evidence before me, internal and external, 
I am led to conclude that the Hamah inscriptions are 

in the language of the inhabitants, by whom they 
were intended to be publicly read, and that these 
inhabitants were the Kheta or Hittites. Had they 
been inscribed by the invaders who so often ravaged 
the Orontes valley, they would doubtless have been 

destroyed as soon as the hereditary enemy turned his 

back. 
We have thus tried to clear our way by showing 

what these inscriptions are not, and we believe we have 

pointed out what they are. Up to the present time 
we have known the Hittites only on the testimony of 

their neighbours and rivals. In these inscriptions the 
1 Professor Sayce says : "The Egyptian monuments make mention of 

a certain Kirab-Sar, writer of the books of the Miserable (king) of the 
Hittites," and M. de Rouge reminds us that "Hebron, the Hittite town of 
Palestine, once bore the name of Kirjath-Sepher, or' City of Bookti,' a fact 
which seems to imply that the Semites of the West associated literature 
and the Hittite race together" (" Trans. of Bib. Arch. Soc.," v. 29). See 
also De Rouge's "Melanges d' Archeologie Egyptienne et Assyrienne," ii. 3. 
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Hittites, I believe, have something to say for them­
selves, and they have doubtless something in return to 
say of their neighbours. They are beginning to find a 
tongue, and we await their story with intense im­
patience. Other similar inscriptions besides those of 
Hamah are being brought to light, and many more 
await the careful explorer among the great mounds in 
the land of the Hittites, where the spoiler has been at 
work for so many years. 

We have full confidence that the inscriptions will 
not long remain mute now that Professor Sayce has 
given a clue to their secrets. When they do speak out 
clearly they may simply duplicate the Egyptian and 
Assyrian records of blood-shedding. But we may 
have some additional confirmation of Bible story: 
of Joshua's wondrous conquest by the waters of 
Merom ; of the relations of King David and King 
Toi (2 Sam. viii. 10}; of Solomon's alliance with a 
Hittite wife ; of his building stone cities in Hamath, 
&c. ( 2 Chron. viii 4) ; and at least they will assist 

in restoring the Hittite kingdom to its position in 
history as one of the mightiest empires of the ancient 

world.1 

We must, however, labour to unloose the dumb 
tongue of these inscriptions, and to unlock their 
mysteries, not with the view of finding something 

1 Mr. Cheyne closes his article with these words : " If the Hittites be 
really the inventors of the Hamathite hieroglyphics, this wonderful 
nation steps into a position hardly surpassed by any of the nations of the 
distant East" (" Encl, Brit.," Art. Hittites). 
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sensational in them, or for the purpose of advancing 
some theory, but from a love of knowing what they 
really contain ; and I doubt not that, proceeding in the 
right method of investigation, we shall reach results 
satisfactory to the Oriental scholar, and confirmatory of 
Divine truth. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE HITTITE INSCRIPTIONS. 

THE COPIES TAKEN AT HAMAH. 

THE Hamah inscribed stones were four in number, and 
these contained :five inscriptions, one of the large stones 
being inscribed on the side and on the end. All the 
stones were close-grained basalt (fully ripe, as the Arabs 
say), doubtless brought from the basaltic region east of 
the city. Many similar stones were lying about or 
built into the walls, some of them with Greek and 
Arabic inscriptions, and some of them having the :figures 
of animals carved upon them. 

The Hittite inscriptions differ from the inscriptions of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Greece and Rome, in that 
they are all except that of Tyana in raised character. 
The lines of inscriptions and their boundaries are clearly 
defined by raised bars about four inches apart. The 
interstices between the bars and characters have been 
cut away. The faces of the stones had been dressed 
smooth before the inscriptions were carved upon them, 
and the stones, as I have already pointed out, were 
dressed narrow towards the inscribed parts, their bases 
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being left 1mdressed for several feet. They were clearly 
intended to be inserted in masonry with the inscribed 
parts standing out, so that the inscriptions might be 
publicly read, ancl these were doubtless in the language 
of the people of Hamah. The inscriptions begin at the 
top on the right side, and read along the line between 

the bars to the left. The next line is read from left to 
right, and thus the reader proceeds from right to le~ 
and left to right, boustropliedon style, or as an ox ploughs. 
The flow of the line is clearly indicated by the direction 
in which the speaking figures in the inscriptions look. 

We owe it to the accomplished Secretary of the 
Society of Biblical Archreology, Mr. W. H. Rylands, that 
we are now able to present the Hittite inscriptions so 
complete and perfect. It is only fair, however, to 
remember when we compare these facsimiles of the 
inscriptions with those published by Captain Burton, in 
"Unexplored Syria," that he had to trust to the "native 
painter," agaiust whose artistic fancies he puts us on 

onr guard. 
Mr. Rylands, with skill and leisure, reproduced the 

inscriptions for the Society of Biblical Archreology, 
and by the assistance of Professor Sayce, who has 
since gone over the casts with him, they have been 
revised and corrected for the present work. Except 
in the case of a few defaced characters, we have now 
before us the Hamah and other inscriptions in as 
perfect a form as that in which the old Hittites first 

read them. 
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In referring to the Hamah stones, I shall follow the 
order in which I first announced them to the Palestine 
Exploration Fund,1 and I shall follow Mr. Rylands' con­
venient system of notation, giving the first letter of the 
name of the place where the inscription was found 
followed by a number. 'Thus H. V. means Hamah 
No. five, and J. I. means Jerabis No. one. 

H. I. consists of three lines, commencing at the top to 
the right, by a speaking figure with hand raised to the 
mo~th. The stone bearing this inscription was built 
into the wall of a. house in Harat ed-Da.han (the 
painter's quarter), belonging to M. Kallas, and numbered 
23. The stone which lay on its side, about five feet 
from the ground, had four spaces prepared and smoothed 
for inscriptions, but only three lines were written in. 
When taken from the wall, the one proved to be 
only a thin fragment cut off a larger one. The 
inscription is complete at the right side, but at the 
left side it is broken off, and will therefore be found 
incomplete. The second half of this inscription is yet 
to be found. 

H. II. This inscription consists of three lines ; 
beginning with a speaking figure at the top to the 
right, and coming to an end before filling the lower 
line to the left. The stone containing this inscription 
was built into a wall in the garden of Sayyid •~mr, son 

1 
'' Quarterly Statement" for April, 1873, p. 77. 



140 THE HITTITE INSCRIPTIONS. 

of Sheik Hassan, west of the gate at the southern end 
of Bab ej-Jisr. 

H. III. This inscription• consists of two lines which 

were inscribed on the end of a large long stone that lay 
in the Darb Tak et-Tahun. We were told that a 
great many rheumatic people had been cured by 
stretching themselves on this stone. And our infor­
mants assured us that it was equally efficacious to the 
true believer calling on the name of Mohammed, and 
to the unbelieving N asara muttering the names of 
St. George and the Virgin lVf ary. The inscribed part was 
simply cut off the stone and carried to the Serai. It 
would be interesting to know if the remaining part 
lost its healing virtue when the inscription was cut off. 

I add a sketch of the stone as it lay on the darb or 
path. 

H. IV. This inscription/ which consists of four lines, 
was on the northern end of a very large stone in the 

north-west corner of a little shop belonging to Mo­
hammed Ali, in a little street near the western end 
of the Tayyarah Bridge. It was under the very nose of 
the French Vice-Consul. Above the four lines there was 
a plain space more than sufficient for another line, but 

1 The inscription is numbered H. IV. in the ''Transactions of the Soc. 
Bib. Arch.,'' but as the next two inscrip1ions were taken from the same 
stone it is necessary to follow the order in which I originally described 
them in the "Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund," 
April number, 1873. 

~ This inscription is numbered H. III. in " Transactions Soc. Bib. Arch." 
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it did not contain any trace of an inscription. As this 
is the only one of the inscriptions that does not begin 
with the speaking figure, and as the reading begins at 
the left side instead of the right, unlike the others, I 
am inclined to believe that a top line has been carefully 
removed, probably owing to the name of some obnoxious 
king, or to the record of some disagreeable fact. 

H. V. This inscription consists of five lines, and 
was on the western side of the stone which had H. IV. 
on its end. The inscribed end and side of the stone 
were carefully dressed for the inscription, but the part 
of the stone most remote from the inscriptions was 
undressed. It had doubtless been built into the corner 

of some large square structure. This was the stone 
which took fifty men and four oxen a whole day to 
bring it to the Serai. Some of the characters in the 
upper and lower lines of this inscription have been 
effaced. 

All the stones containing the above inscriptions were 
sent by Subhi Pasha to the Constantinople Museum, 
where they now lie. 

HITTITE INSCRIPTION AT ALEPPO. 

In 1872, Mr. C. F. Tyrwhitt Drake published, in 

" Unexplored Syria,"' the facsimile of an inscription 
which he had copied in Aleppo. 

In the following year, M. Claremont-Ganneau pub-

1 VoJ. ii. 186. 
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lished, in the " Quarterly Statement of the Palestine 
Exploration Fund," 1 a copy of the same inscription 
which had been made for him by M. Paucker. Both 
copies were evidently very imperfect, and scholars were 
waiting for a cast of the stone, when the news arrived 
that the Moslems had destroyed it, and that not a 
fragment of it remained. 

The monument is completely lost, and Mr. Rylands did 
the best thing that could he done under the circum­
stances. He collected all the published and unpublished 
copies he could find, and reproduced them in the 

"Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archreology." 1 

We reproduce the different copies, as it is better to 
have mutilated fragments than nothing at all, and 
even they may aid in the decipherment of other in­
scriptions when the knowledge of the characters is 
in a more advanced state. 

It is necessary to give the following explanation, by 
Mr. Rylands, of the copy taken from the note-book of 
the late George Smith: '' It appears from the fact that 
the inscription has always been printed wrong way up, 
that the stone was so placed in the wall. George 
Smith probably guessed this, and endeavoured, in the 
portion of the inscription copied at the head ot the 
page, to correct it in his drawing. Doubtless he found 
it difficult to do so, broke off suddenly without 
completing his first copy, turned his sketch-book 

round, as is proved by the reversal of the (?) marks 
1 1873, p. 73. 2 June 5, 1883, 
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attached to some doubtful characters, and in this 
manner made his final copy." 

The stone was basalt, and Mr. Boscawen says the 
characters were in low relief, and that the stone was 
worn away by the people rubbing their eyes against it 
in order that they might be cured of ophthalmia. 

JERABIS, OR CARCHEMISH INSCRIPTIONS. 

These inscriptions, which are among the best speci-. 
mens, may now be seen in the British Museum as they 
were originally cut out in the basalt. We are indebted 

to the late George Smith and Mr. Consul Henderson for 
these inscribed stones. The following description is by 
Mr. W. H. Rylands, and taken from the" Transactions 
of the Society of Biblical Archreology." 1 

"J. I. is a large piece of basalt, 39½ inches in height, 
it is cut in vertical steps/ and for this reason, in 
the facsimile the columns are not placed in their 

proper sequence. Letters are added at the foot of each 
column, which, with the assistance of the annexed 
diagram, will make the arrangement quite clear. The 

D 

'-----'I ~ 
A 

Vo • vii. part iii. 
'l'hc following arc the widths of the different columns : A is 8¾ inches; 

B, 8½ inches; C, 7 inches; and D, at the greatest width, 22 inches. 
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stone is flat at the top, and I believe that we have 
the inscription complete in the columns A, B, and C. 

A vertical division will be noticed in the angles where 

the columns B and C meet, with bands of flat stone 
of the same level as the horizontal dividing lines, 

possibly, as I have before suggested, denoting a 
separation." 

"J. II. is also of basalt, and apparently complete as 
to height and width, although the figure is much 
damaged. The stone is 3 feet 10¾ inches in height, 
and 2 feet 1-¾ inches in width. The figure is clothed 
in a long robe reaching to the ankles; what remains 

of the shoes shows that the toes were slightly turned 
up; an armlet of three or four rings encircles the arm, 
which is bare, near the elbow; and in the left hand, the 
only one now remaining, is held a baton or mace : it 
has been thought by some to be one or more 
arrows." 

"J. III. appears to have been first noticed and copied 
by the late George Smith; copies have also been made 
by various travellers who visited the mound. Like the 
other stones, it is of basalt, now about 5 feet 5 inches 
in height and 2 feet 6½ inches broad on the flat 

side. 
" The stone, as it at present exists, represents in sec­

tion a segment of a circle, 3 feet 5 inches on the curve. 
On the flat side, cut in low relief, is the full-face figure 
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of a king or priest, standing in a niche, some portion 
of which still remains. Unfortunately, the head and 
the shoulders of the figure are gone, but sufficient 
remains to show that some of the decoration of the 
long striped robe was of a very ornamental character. 

"About the breast are the remains of bands decorated 
with alternate rose-like figures, and double or treble 
squares, one within another, similar to the pattern to be 
found on the Assyrian monuments. Along the base of 
the stone, below the feet, runs a single band of the 
guilloche pattern. The hands of the figure are closed, 
and pressed against the breast ; in the left hand is 
held a sceptre, somewhat similar to those found in the 

hands of the figures at Eyuk and Boghaz-Keu'i. 
"The inscription here given in the plate (J. III.) is 

engraved round the back of the figure, which from this 
side has the appearance of a circular column. 'fhe 
lines of characters are high up on the stone, and reach 
about to the level of the waist of the statue ; the 

remainder of the stone is blank. We have, therefore, 
the last lines of the inscription. 

"The surfa.ce of the stone seems to have been carefully 
prepared to receive the carving, which consists of four 
lines of hieroglyphs at the end, and a portion of another, 
much chipped away, above these. It is impossible to 
say how many lines are lost at the commencement, but 
there cannot be much wanting at the two sides, where 

the stone appears to have been chipped away for an 

inch or two. 
L 
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" This inscription, for which we have waited so long, 

is of very great interest, being the longest yet known, 

and containing, as it does, many new characters of 

quaint and unknown forms, and at the same time 

repeating characters and combinations of characters 
known to us from the other inscriptions from the same 

site. 
"On looking at the stone, the question will probably 

occur to many, as it did to myself--' Does the inscrip­
tion belong to the statue 1 or was the statue utilized 

for the inscription 1' I am inclined to believe that the 

two are separate productions. 

" J. IV. is also from J era bis, and now in the British 
Museum. The figure here represented is peculiarly of 

Assyrian form, and probably, when complete, would 
have four wings, otherwise the two lower ones-now 

the only ones remaining-would not have been repre­
sented ; the greatest height is 2 feet 6 inches, and the 

greatest width 2 feet 2 inches. In the right hand is 
held a basket or vase, as in the figures of the Assyrian 

sculptures. The other arm was no doubt raised, and 
held in the hand a sceptre, or perhaps some sacred 

object. It may be worth remarking that the turning 

point of the border of the robe is square, and not 
rounded, as in Assyrian costume. Bonomi 1 figures 

one of the few Assyrian ones known with a square 

border." 
1 

'' Nineveh and its Palaces," 1853, p. 265. 
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J. V. stood as Plate IV. in the "Transactions of 
the Soc. Bib. Arch.," and J. VI. stood as Plate V. and 
J. IV. was also marked Plate VI. Of these plates 
Mr. Rylands says "Plate IV., figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4, and 
Plate V., fig. 1, include all the fragments in the British 
Museum. One small piece, in the possession of Mr. 
Rassam, will be found in Plate VI. 

" There are other stones at J erabis yet to be sent to 
England. One is a fragment of a human figure, with 
an inscription running in lines down the sides in the 
usual manner. The others are, I believe, without 
inscriptions. Reduced woodcuts of them have been 
published,' but, being nothing more th:m illustrations, 
they cannot, of course, be depended upon as perfectly 
accurate." 

MARASH I~SCRIPTIO:N". 

I have added to H. IV. a picture of a lion on the 

castle of Marash, on which there is a Hittite inscription. 

The picture is made from a photograph taken by Dr. 
Gwyther. The inscription has not yet reached this 

country. 

IBREEZ INSCRIPTION. 

The Ibreez plate is reproduced from the "Transactions 
of the Biblical Archreological Society,"1 where it was 

' The Graphic, 11th December, 1880. 
2 Vol. iv. part ii. 

L 2 
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published in 1876, from a drawing made by the Rev. 
E. J. Davis. The inscriptions had been so imperfectly 

copied, that only a few of the characters were recog­

nizable as Hittite. Through the kindness of Professor 

Sayce and Mr. Rylands, I am now able to present the 

inscriptions on the figures thoroughly revised a.nd cor­
rected. Mr. Davis gives a good description of the 
sculpture, which had been previously copied in 1838, 
by Major Fisher. The tableau was on a limestone rock 

of deep red colour, by the base of which flowed the 

Ibreez river in a deep narrow channel. Ibreez is in 

the Bulgar Dagh, near the Kulek Boghaz, or Cilician 
Gates. We here insert Mr. Davis's minute and in­

teresting description. 
"June 9th.-I rose at daybreak and proceeded to 

draw the bas-relie£ The rock on which it is carved 
rises like a wall, from the water of the stream, to a 
height of about 40 feet. Its colour is of a deep dull 
red, or yellowish-red, but stained and dyed in lighter 

and deeper patches, by exposure to the sun and air 

through so many centuries. The portion on which the 
bas-relief js carved has been chiselled down and 

prepared for the work ; the rest of the rock surface 
remains in its natural state. 

"The bas-reliefconsists of two figures(one much larger 
than the other), cut in considerable but not very high 
relief, not exceeding, I think, more than 4 or 5 inches. 

I can, however, only gjve the various dimensions by 
guess, as I had no means of measuring the figures, which 
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were quite out of reach from the side of the stream on 
which I stood, and indeed quite inaccessible without a 
long ladder. But by dint of careful comparison, I think 
my conjectural measurements are not very far wrong. 

"The larger figure is about 20 feet in height, the 
smaller about 12 feet, and the feet of the larger 
figure are from 8 to 9 feet above the level of the 
stream, which flows at the base of the rock. It seems 
to be a representation of some great personage offering 
prayers or thanksgiving to a deity, the god as it would 
seem of corn and wine. 

"The design of both figures (though naturally some­
what rough in the outline, owing to the coarseness of 
the material and natural decay) is very good; the 
anatomy is extremely well indicated, much after the 
manner of the Assyrian sculptures. The left hand of 

the larger figure is especially well executed, the delicate 
outline of the thumb articulations being very well ren­
dered, not in the conventional style of the Egyptian 
sculptures, but as if copied directly from Nature. 

" The limbs of the larger figure are massy and bulky ; 
in this point also the work resembles Assyrian rather 
than Egyptian work. The god is represented with a 
high conical hat or helmet, from which project four 
horns, two in front, two behind. The rim is formed by 
a flat band, and a similar band or ribbon runs round the 

hat-work. A snake seems to be attached to the hat. 
"I was for some time in doubt whether this was meant 

to represent a snake, or only another ribbon, but the 
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peculiar shape renders it more probable that this was 

meant for a snake ; and after long examination with 

the glass under various lights, I came to the conclusion 

that it must be so. 

" The beard is very thick and close curled, and runs 
quite up to the temples. The hair is of a similar cha­

racter, disposed in rows of thick curls, but without 
ornament. Neither of the figures appear to have ear­
rings. The god is clad in a close-fitting tunic, reaching 

half-way down the thigh, and turned up both in front 

and behind, in a species of ' volute' ornament. The 
lower part of the arms from above the elbow is bare, 
but while the fold of the tunic sleeve is represented on 

the left arm, it is quite omitted on the right arm. 

" On the waists are massy but plain bracelets ; round 
the waist is a broad girdle, ornamented with carved 
parallel lines like arrow-heads, but obviously not intended 

to represent arrow-heads. The legs from the middle of 

the thigh downwards are bare, the muscles of the calf 

and the knees being well rendered. He wears boots 
turned up in front, and bound round the leg above 
the ankle by thongs, and a piece of leather reaching 

half-way up the shin, exactly as it is worn to this 

day by the peasants of the plain of Cilicia round 

Adu.na. 

" In his outstretched left hand he holds a large handful 
of ears of wheat-bearded wheat, the wheat of the 

country-the stalks reaching the ground behind his left 

foot, which is stepping forward, and between his feet is 
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represented a vine stock. In his left hand he holds a 

cluster of grapes, two other larger clusters hang from 
the branch he is grasping, and behind him hangs a 
fourth cluster. 

"The expression of the face is jovial and benevolent, 
the features well indicated, especially the highly 
aquiline nose. The lips are small and not projecting, 
and the moustache is short, allowing the mouth to be 
seen. The inscription is carved on the space between 
the face and the line of the arm, hand, and ears of 
wheat. 

"In front of him stands the other figure. The ex­
pression and character of feature in this IS very 
different. The eye seems more prominent, the nose 
more curved and flattened upon the face, the lips more 
projecting, the hair and beard equally or even more 
crisped and thickly curled. On the head is a tall rounded 
cap, with flat bands round it, on which seems to be 

sewn square plates (of gold, perhaps). In front of the 
cap is an ornament of precious stones, such as is still 

worn by Oriental princes. 
"The figure is clad in a loose long robe covered with 

squares, and heavily fringed at the bottom : compare 
Deuteronomy' also the dress of Aaron as it is described 

in Leviticus. 2 

" A mantle, embroidered below, and secured at the 
breast by a clasp of precious stones, covers the robe; 

round the waist is a massy girdle, from which hangs 

1 xxii. 12, and Numbers xv. 38. 2 ii. 7, 8, 9. 
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a heavy tassel or fringe. On the right leg, just below 

the fringe of the under robe, appears to be the lower 

part of the trousers, and the feet are shod with shoes 

curved up in front. One hand, with the forefinger 

erect, is extended in front of the face, as if in the 

attitude of prayer or praise. 
" After long and close examination, I could not 

decide whether this was the right or left hand. On 

the whole I concluded it was the left hand, especially 

as I thought I could detect the indication of the nail 
of the forefinger. On the other hand, the position of 

the arm rather resembles what would be the position 
of the rigltt, the left arm being in that case wrapped up 

in and hidden by the mantle. 
"A heavy collar or necklace surrounds the neck; it 

appears to be of rings or bands of gold, surrounding 
some other material. The end of the necklace hangs 
upon the shoulder. As in the Assyrian figures, per-

pective is only in part observed in the drawing of both 

these figures. 
" Behind the smaller figure there is also an inscription 

carved upon the smooth portion of the rocks. Some of 

the characters are similar to those of the upper inscrip­

tion ; some appear to be heads of animals ; one 

represents unmistakably the head of a man, the eye, 

beard, nose and conical cap being very distinct. In 
my drawing I have not sufficiently rendered the 

conical cap. 
'' But this inscription is much obliterated, and I 
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was not able to decipher the first letter of the upper 
line. 

" There is another inscription below the bas-relief, and 
just above the present level of the stream. This also 
seems to consist in great part of the heads of animals. 
A portion of the rock surface has been smoothed for it ; 
but it is so very much obliterated that it is utterly 
impossible to make out a considerable part of it, the 
outlines even of that I have represented are very faint 
and indistinct. The villagers said that there were yet 
other inscriptions, but below the present water level, 
and only visible when the stream is at its lowest at 
the end of summer." 1 

TYANA INSCRIPTION. 

This inscription is published from a copy made by 
Mr. W. M. Ramsay, at Tyana in Cappadocia. It was 
referred to by Professor Sayce in a letter to the 

Academy, August 5, 1882. The copy is not so perfect 
as could be desired, but it is clearly Hittite, and its 
publication here for the first time may help in the 
decipherment of other inscriptions. Col. Sir Charles 

Wilson informs me that this inscription is incised and 
not in relief, like all the other inscriptions. 

HITTITE SEALS. 

In 1851, Sir Henry Layard discovered eight seals 

m the Record Chamber of Sennacherib's palace at 
1 "Transactions of Soc. Bib. Arch.," vol. iv. part ii. 
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Kouyunjik. These are now in the British Museum, 

and Mr. Rylands has published facsimiles of them in 
the " Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archre­

ology ;" 1 and they are here reproduced. 
Be8ides these, M. G. Perrot published, in the "Revue 

Archeologique," 2 eighteen seals belonging to M. Schlum­
berger, who had acquired them three years before at 
Constantinople from a merchant, who assured him that 
he had brought them from the interior of Asia Minor. 

The seals have been re-drawn by Mr. Rylands for the 
"Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archreology," 

and by his kindness are reproduced here, and with the 
exception of that with the griffin, all appear to be of 
the same character. The material is clay. 

HITTITE AND CUNEIFORM INSCRIPTION ON THE 

SILVER BOSS OF TARKONDtMOS. 

About twenty years ago a convex silver plate, some­

thing like the skin of half a small orange, was offered 

to the British Museum for sale. The plate, which 
looked like the knob of a staff or dagger, had in the 

centre the figure of a standing warrior with certain un­

known hieroglyphics on each side of him. The stand­

ing figure and the hieroglyphics were inclosed within 

a circle, and outside this circle round the rim of the 

boss there ran a cuneiform inscription. This curious 

and unique antiquity was looked upon as a forgery at 

1 Vol. viii. part ii. 2 December, 1882. 
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the British Museum, and rejected; but an electrotype 
facsimile was made by Mr. Ready, and preserved in the 

Museum. 
About three years ago Professor Sayce was engaged 

in an examination of the V annic inscriptions and came 
across an l'l.ccount of this silver boss by Dr. Mordtmann, 
who had seen it in the possession of M. Alexander 
Jovanoff, of Constantinople, who had procured it from 
Smyrna. Professor Sayce concluded from Dr. Mordt­

mann's description that the hieroglyphics might be 
Hittite, and that the cuneiform inscription, which Dr. 
Mordtmann ascribed to the syllabary in use in Van, 
might prove to be a key to the hieroglyphics. In this 
view he was confirmed by the character and form of 
the boss. 

In the "Transactions of the Society of Biblical 
Archreology" he gives an interesting account of his hunt 
for the boss. He first discovered a facsimile published 

by Dr. Mor<ltmann in 1862.1 In this facsimile he saw, 

as he anticipated, the undoubted Hittite hieroglyphics. 
He next discovered, in that most wonderful of all 
treasure houses, the British Museum, the electrotype 
facsimile, made so many years before, of the boss itself. 

As Mr. Ready had forgotten the circumstances under 

which the electrotype was made, Prof. Sayce feared it 
might have been a cast manufactured at Constantinople. 

His fears on this point were, however, set at rest when 
M. F. Lenormant, who had seen the original at Constan-

1 Miinzstudion (iii. 7, 8, 9): Leipzig. 
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tinople twenty years before, forwarded to him a cast 

taken by himself. M. Lenormant's cast and the electro­

type in the British Museum were found to agree per­

fectly, and there was no further reason to doubt the 

correctness of the transcript. 
It must be confessed that there are some who still 

doubt the genuineness of the silver boss, which it is 
feared is now lost. Scepticism is a virtue in the 

archreologist, just as faith is an essential to the divine. 
But the inscription before us leaves no ground for 

SILVER BOSS OF TABKOND:tJ.t:OS WITH HITTITE AND CUNEIFORM INSCRIPTION, 

reasonable doubt. True, there are centres of forgery at 
Athens, Smyrna, Aleppo, Damascus, and Jerusalem. 

Jewish shekels and Phrenician gems have been forged; 

Moabite pottery with Moabite and Himyaritic characters 
have been equal to the requirements of the market; 

and other more audacious attempts have recently brought 

fame or infamy to a practised hand in the art of deceit. 

All these forgeries, however, were imitations of things 

known to the forgers. Any common handbook of 
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alphabets supplied all the requisites for the literary part 
of the work. The forgeries are simply imitations or 
adaptations. Imitative skill alone was required. 

The boss with the bilingual inscription comes under 
quite a different category. If forged, the forger must 
have performed a miracle. The boss was seen and 

copied by M. Lenormant twenty-three years ago. A 

facsimile of it was published by Dr. Mordtmann in 1862, 

ten years before I first suggested that the Hamah 
inscriptions were Hittite remains. 

If the boss is forged the forger must have invented 
a new language in a new syllabary. In addition 
to this, he must have invented a new art, for the art 
is the same as that which has been recognized during 
the past few years as characteristically Hittite. 

In the silver plate, in the raised characters, in the 
dress, posture and form, of the central figure, we see all 
the evidences of recently recognized Hittite art, just as 
clearly as we recognize the Hittite hand in their own 

peculiar hieroglyphics. The forging of the silver boss 
would have been the greatest miracle on record, and 
few will have sufficient faith to believe in the perform­
ance of such a miracle at Smyrna only a quarter of a 

century ago. 
I now add Professor Sayce's reading and analysis of 

this interesting inscription in his own words, as an 

introduction to the general chapter on decipherment 
which he has written for this book.' 

1 "Transactions of Soc. Bib. Arch.," vol. vii. part ii. p. 297. 
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"Once satisfied of the correctness of the copy, we 

have little difficulty in reading the cuneiform legend. 

This runs:-

D.P. Tar - rik - tim - me sar mat Er - me - e 

Tarrik.-timme, king of the country of Erme. 

'' The forms of the characters refer us to the age of 
Sargon. The last character has the archaizing form 

found, for instance, on the stele of that monarch dis­

covered in Kypros, the ideograph used to denote 
' king' belongs to the same period, and the third 

character (which ought to be ~~TT) has been slightly 
changed in form, either through the unskilfulness 

of the engraver, or out of that affectation of anti­

quity and love of variety which caused the cuneiform 
characters in the so-called hieratic writing of Nineveh 
to be modified at the pleasure of the scribe. 

" The age of Sargon would agree well with historical 

probabilities. It was in his time that Assyrian culture 
first gained a permanent footing in the west, while the 
overthrow of Carchemish and the last relics of Hittite 

power in B.C. 717 would naturally lead to the disuse 

of the Hittite mode of writing and the spread of the 
cuneiform characters employed by the Assyrian con­

querors. At this period, and at this period only, can 
we expect to find the two systems of writing used side 
by side. · 
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"It must be remembered, too, that K ypros and Kilikia 
were in close connection with each other ; and that it is 

on the K yprian stele of Sargon that the peculiar form of 
the last character found on the boss recurs, while the 
owner of the boss was probably a Kilikian prince. His 

name is aptly compared by Dr. Mordtmann with that 
of the Kilikian king TapKw~lµaTo~ and his son of the 
same name, mentioned by Dio Cassius and Tacitus as 

living in the time of Augustus. 
The name, which is also found on coins, is made 

Tapdv~11µot by Plutarch (in "Anton," 61), and a 
Tarkodimatos, Bishop of .l.Egre, in Kilikia, is found in 
Theodoret (" Hist. Eccles.," p. 539). 

"Tarkondemos would exactly represent the Tarrik­
tirume of the inscription. As I stated in my paper on 

' The Monuments of the Hittites,' Tarkon or Tarku is 
probably identical with the first element in the names 

of Tarkhu-lara and Tarkhu-nazi, kings of the Gamgumai 
and of Melitene in the eighth century B.C. The nasal 

of the Greek form of the name probably means only that 

the dental following it was pronounced hard. 
"The localization of the country over which Tarkon­

demos ruled, is a matter of greater difficulty. It is tempt­

ing to identify it with the land of U rume, mentioned in 
the Assyrian inscriptions, since Tiglath-Pileser I. (B.c. 
1130) says that in his time '4,000 Kaskayans or 
Kolkhians and Urumayans, as soldiers of the Hittites,' 

garrisoned the conquered country of Subarti or Semitic 

Aram, which had previously been subject to 'Assur.' 
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However, the inscription of Assur-natsir-pal 1 shows 

that Urume lay to the south-west of Lake Van, and 

therefore too far to the east for a king who bears a 

distinctively Kilikian name. 

" It may be the U rme of the V annic inscriptions 2 

which Mordtmann identifies with the modern U rumi­
yeh. Moreover, had Urume been the country named 
on the boss, we should have expected ~ ur, and 
not ►~TT er. The same objection lies against identify­
ing the kingdom of Tarkondemos with U rima, the 

modern U rum, on the Euphrates, north of Carchemish. 

I would therefore place it in the neighbourhood of the 
Kilikian range of n;i.ountains called Arima by the 

classical geographers. It is here that Kallisthenes 
placed the semi-mythical Arimi of Homer (Strab., 
xiii. 4, 6), near the river Kalykadnos and the cave of 

Korykos. 
"It is now time to analyse the twice-repeated Hittite 

transcript of the cuneiform legend. It is clear that the 

scribe or engraver first wrote the characters on the right 

side, then those on the left, since the Hittite characters 
always read contrary to the direction towards which the 
animals' heads look, and in this particular inscription 

the animal's head at the commencement looks towards 
the right. 

"A comparison of the characters with those accom­
panying the figure of the pseudo-Sesostris at Karabel 
shows that he must have begun with the two upper 

1 w. A. I. L, 20, 13. 2 Schulz. xii. 22. 
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ones-between the spear and the shoulder of the 
central figure ; next, he must have made the obelisk­
like character between the spear and the lower part 
of the figure ; and then, in accordance with the 
boustrophedon manner of writing which distinguishes 

all the known Hittite inscriptions, have recommenced 
outside the spear, from the bottom of the boss, working 
upwards from below. Consequently, the 'four vertical 
lines,' as Mordtmann called them, will be the last 
character in the legend. 

" We should further expect that the royal name 
would be included in the space between the spear 
and the shoulder, where the characters come, as it 
were, out of the mouth of the figure, while the character 
enclosed between the legs ! and the lower part of the 

spear, would denote the kingly title. In this case, 
what l\fordtmann termed an obelisk would be the 

ideograph for ' king,' the double obelisk signifying 

'country.' 
"Now, a study of the Carchemish inscriptions had 

already led me to the same conclusion. In these 
inscriptions (J. II. 1, 1) we find the double obelisk in 
a position which made me fancy that it denoted a 

country, while it seems to interchange with a triple 

obelisk, (J. I.) ~~~ the form of which exactly resembles 
that of the primitive hieroglyphic form which the 

ideograph of 'country' and 'mountain' (~~) was de­
rived in the cuneiform system of writing. Dr. Mordt­

mann's comparison of it with the peculiar shape 

M 
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assumed by the rocks in the neighbourhood of Cresarea 

confirms this identification, and suggests the possi­

bility that Kappadokia was the locality in which the 

Hittite hieroglyphics were originally invented. 

"However this may be, the double obelisk, wherever 

it occurred, was, I found, preceded by what looked 
like a single obe]isk, which if the double obelisk 

meant 'country' must signify ' king.' The boss of 
Tarkondemos confirms both conclusions, and the 

matter is raised above doubt by the further fact that 
the ideograph of 'king' really represents the royal 

head-dress. We have only to compare its form on 

the boss and in the Carchemish inscriptions with 

the head-dress of the chief figures at Boghaz Keui1 to 

perceive at once that this is the case. Just as the rocky 
district of the north, from which the Hittites had come, 

suggested to them their ideograph of country, so the 

pointed cap worn by the kings suggested to them the 

mode of representing the royal title. 

" Further confirmation of this identification is afforded 
by the inscriptions of Hamath. Here the published 

copies had given the pictures of a palm-branch, where 
a comparison with the monuments of Carchemish 

would have led us to expect the royal cap. Before the 

discovery of the Carchemish inscriptions, the position 
of this palm-branch had more than once induced me to 

believe that it must denote the idea of 'king,' but I 

could not in any way associate this idea with the object 
1 See Te:x:ier, Plate 78. 
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supposed to be depicted by the hieroglyph. A careful 
examination, however, of the casts of the Hamath in­
scriptions has shown Mr. Rylands that the hieroglyph in 
question is not the picture of a palm-branch at all, but 

probably a reproduction of the royal cap as represented 

at Boghaz Keui. At Hamath, therefore, as well as at 
Carchemish and Kilikia, the idea of ' king' was repre­
sented in the same way. 

"Now that we have identified the Hittite representa­
tives of • king' and 'country,' there is little difficulty 
in determining the two groups of characters between 
which they come. The two hieroglyphs which precede 
the ideograph of ' king' must contain the royal name, 
read from top to bottom ; the two which follow the 
ideograph of 'country,' that of the territory of Tar­

kondllmos, read from bottom to top. Consequently t' 
is 'tarku' or 'tarrik,' t 'timme,' ' 'er,' and 
00 ~1:?, or '{}0 00 'me.' 

"The last character, without the little side-stroke, is of 

frequent occurrence in the Hitlite inscriptions, and we 
find the side-stroke itself added to characters in several 
cases where the end of a sentence or paragraph seems 

to be noted (see J. I., Col. A. 4, Col. C. 1, D. 2; J. II., 
3, 4; H. i. I. 2; ii 2, I. 2; iii. 2; iv. I. 2; v. 3, 4; and 

'Karabel,' I.). Since\\ // (also written mu) is attached 
as a phonetic complement to the ideograph which I 
have conjectured to mean 'he says,' the third person 
singular of the verb which bore this significance would 

have ended in ' me.' 
M 2 
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" The first character in the name of Tarkondemos is 
called a goat's head by Dr. Mordtmann in the' Journal 

of the German Oriental Society,' and the Rev. B. H. 

Cooper reminds us that the valley of the Kalykadnos 
was famous for its breed of goatR. The inscription shows 
us that, as in the cuneiform inscriptions of ancient 
Babylonia, the name of an individual was not marked 
by any determinative. We cannot, therefore, expect 
to find such a determinative either in the monumental 

inscriptions or in the seal impressions found at 

Kouyunjik. These seal impressions, I may observe, 

do not appear to have belonged to royal personages, 

since the ideograph of ' king' does not occur on 
them, but to Hittite merchants who traded in 

Nineveh. The same is the case with the Phc:enician 

seal impressions found along with them. 1 One of' the 
seal impressions contains the character II II, 'me'; 

another has l!J], which I fancy must be the ~ of 

Hamath, or ~ of Carchemish, the ~ of our Kilikian 
boss. Mr. Rylands believes that the sign ~ represents 

the bent leg and foot of a doe, or wild goat.2 

" Armed with the key afforded to us by the bilingual 

inscription of Tarkondemos, we can now attack the 
Hittite inscriptions with a fair chance of success. The 
first result obtained from the determjnation of the two 

1 The name which occurs on the Phrenician seal impressions is 
41so4-:to (Akar-ezer, itlli:lll), not Attar-asar, as it has been read. 

2 On one of the seals we find f ~• which also occurs in the Carchemi11h 
inscriptions. It may be a picture of the girdle of the priestess of the 
Asiatic goddess which is thus represented in a sculpture copied at Car­
chemisb. (Copied by Mr. BoscawenJ 
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important characters for 'king' and 'country,' is 

that the two long inscriptions from Carchemish both 
belong to the same monarch, whose name is written 

iif ~ ~ ; that the first _six characters of the other 
inscription from Carchemish contain the name of 

another sovereign ; that a royal name is hidden among 
the characters attached to the pseudo-Sesostris ; and 

that royal names a.lso occur in the inscriptions from 
Hamath. With the help of the Assyrian records we 
ought in time to be able to make them out. 

"By the side of the royal cap ( JI ), the Phrygian cap 
(ii)) is also met with in the inscriptions used as 
an ideograph. It seems to have the same meaning of 

' king' or 'lord,' though the one hieroglyph may have 
denoted a 'rex' (Assyr., 'sarru ;' Heh., 'melech'), the 
other a 'regulus' (Assyr., 'malicu ;' Heh., 'sar'). 

"In Mr. Boscawen's copy of the Aleppo inscription 
! occurs three times where we i « should have 

expected l, and in one case we have£ 1, which seems 
to mean ' king of kings.' If so, D « will be the ideo­
graph of plurality. The single crescent ( D ) is used in 

the Hamath inscriptions before the ideograph of' king,' 
in such a way as to make me suspect that it here 

denotes the name of an individual. 1 

"A character, which I believe to signify 'above,' is 

sometimes associated with the royal cap. This has the 

1 It is similarly used in the Carchemish inscriptivns (J. I., Col. D. I. 5, 
Col. II., 3, 4). In J. III., line 3, it is followed by the picture of a man, 
and that again by the ideograph of '' king." 
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shape of a basket-handle ( a==u ) ; but Mr. Boscawen 

has pointed out to me that it represents the eyebrow 

on one of the figures at Boghaz Keui. To this day the 

Georgian women paint their eyebrows black in such a 

manner as .to draw a continuous line or bar from one 

side of the forehead to the othei.'. This black bar 

would have exactly the appearance of the character 

now under notice. 
"Mr. Rylands has been the first to observe that the 

peculiar shape given to the picture of the arm in the 

inscriptions, is similar to the hand and arm of a figure 
in the scu]ptures at Boghaz Keui; it is plainly due to 

the fact that the picture is really one of a long-sleeved 
glove, which has a thumb but no fingers. The use of 

gloves, like that of boots, is one more proof of the 

northern origin of the Hittites, who must have de­

scended from the mountains of Armenia and Kappa­
dokia at an early date. After establishing themselves 

at Carchemish, they subdued the Samitic population, and 
planted themselves in Kadesh on the Orontes, and. even 

in Harnath-one branch of them settling west of the 

Afrin, where they were known to the Assyrians as the 

Patinai, and another branch penetrating as far as the 
southern part of Palestine. 

"We have only to glance at the costume and arms of 

the natives of Van, as depicted on the Balawat bronzes, 

to see that they were cousins of the Hittites, and the 
striking resemblance between the helmets worn by the 

latter and those of the ear]y Greeks probably results 
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from the fact that the Greek helmet was really of 
Hittite origin. 

"Herodotus (i. 171) expressly states that the Greeks 
had borrowed their helmets as well as the 'emblems' on 
their shields from the Karians, and the Karians, as we 
now know, were once subject to Hittite influence. I am 
tempted to see in the emblems or symbols on the shields 
a reminiscence of the Hittite hieroglyphics. The 

Egyptian text of the treaty between Rameses II. and 
the Hittites states that a silver plate was attached to 
the Hittite copy, in the centre of which was a figure of 
the god Sutekh, like the figure of the warrior in the 
centre of the boss of Tarkondenios, round which ran 

the Hittite inscription-' This is the (figure) of the 
god Sutekh, the king of heaven and (earth).' Such a 
device might well have suggested the ornamentation 

of the shield. As for the helmet, it was disused by 
the Hittites under the burning sun of the south. In 

their wars with the Egyptians they contented them­

selves with a close-fitting cap like that worn by the 
figure on the Kilikian boss." 



( 168 ) 

CHAPTER XI. 

DECIPHERMENT OF THE HITTITE 

INSCRIPTIONS. 

LIST OF CHARACTERS. 

@, @ Determinative prefix of 
divinity. 

0 (g Determinative prefix of an in­
dividual; probably also 
means" name" or "person." 

U Determinative of parentage or 
race ; ku, kus. 

fi Ideograph of" king." 

/:Jj_, AM Ideograph of "country." 
These two characters 
assume a variety of 
forms. 

)( 

rfi 
+ 

Determinative affix of plu­
rality. 

Determinative of supremacy. 
e, i. 

,w,, ~ 11,0. 

n'• (6) dimes, dime, di. 

,ra, ~ tu,to. 

t kus. 

b ku. 

E:t!;3 kho.t, khattu. 

II II, / / \ \ me, ve. 

<?:f!I, GJ). se. 

i, ft si. 
fl'j. cs; nominative suffix. 

l!li ire~, iis. 

/./,;/ ei•; perhaps dative suffix:. 

• ta1·. 

°iiIT sis. 

V sai·. 

i:)c:l r sarm, sai-. 

' P sarme. 

~ tm·ku, tai·kus. 

UtJ Sandu (the god Sandon.) 

~ ? kue, niesi. 

-0, "seal," "inscription." 

'@,' 11 "to speak." 

O, 0 "behold," "the sun-god." 

-~ !cue, " worshipping." 

IN Dr. Taylor's recently published work on "The 
Alphabet," the following comparative table of eight 
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Cypriote and Hittite characters is given, and certain 
phonetic values assigned to the Hittite characters upon 
my authority. 1 

HITI'ITE. CYPRIOTE. 

oijo ofia i, e )'( yi 

t ka, ku ~ lea 

~~ te, to "~ F to 

mm me, mo m (I) mo 

'- se T 1.1.f se 

ff si ~ si 

@t ti, di ~ ti, di 

t& u ~~ 0 

The history of the table is the following. About 

two years ago I presented a memoir to the Society 
of Biblical Archreology, in which I endeavoured to de­
termine the powers of some of the Hittite hieroglyphics 
with the help of the bilingual inscription of Tarkon­
d~mos (for which see the " Transactions of the Society 
of Biblical Archreology," vii. 2). Among the hiero­
glyphics were eight which I concluded denoted either 
simple vowels or single consonants, followed by single 
vowels. A few months afterwards, Dr. Taylor suggested 

1 Inserted by permission 0£ Dr. Isaac Taylor, and Messrs. Kegan Paul, 
Trench & Co. 



DECIPHER.MENT OF 

to me that if I wished to test the truth of my theory 

of the origin of the Asianic or Cypriote syllabary from 

the Hittite system of writing, I ought to compare 

together those Cypriote and Hittite characters which, 

according to my conclusions, had the same phonetic 
values. I did so, and the results were most unexpected. 
In each of the eight cases, as v;,i]l be seen from a glance 

at the table, the resemblance was almost perfect. 
Now it will be asked by ·what process I had 

managed to assign values to these eight characters ? 
In order to answer this question, however briefly, I 

must give in detail the several stages in the history of 
my attempt to decipher the Hittite texts. They do 
not, it is true, carry us very far; but this is not to be 

wondered at when we consider the small number and 
mutilated condition of the inscriptions at present at our 
disposal. And even a beginning in decipherment is 
better than no decipherment at all. 

The bilingual inscription ofTarkond~mos in cuneiform 

and Hittite, gives us the values of two ideographs-the 

royal cap denoting "king," and the double mountain 

(which also appears as a triple mountain) denoting 
"country"-as well as the phonetic values of four 

characters. These are tarku, represented by the head 

of a goat ; timme or dime, which I prefer to read dime 
on account of the Greek-~r,µ.o!:, er and me. U nfortu­

nately, the Assyrian cha.racter expressing me has a1so 

the value of ve, though me is here its most probable 
value. 
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Now the three inscriptions from Oarchemish contain 
a group of characters which occurs somewhat often in 

all of them, and, in the two of which the beginning is 
preserved, comes almost at the commencement of the 

first line. The group is also followed by the two ideo­
graphs of "king" and "country." It must therefore 
denote a proper name which, for the moment, we will 

write X. At the beginning of the inscriptions it would 
naturally be in the nominative case, and that this is 
actually the fact is rendered probable by the characters 
which precede it. 

J. I. begins with a picture of a human head and 
arm with the hand pointing to the mouth, followed 
by the character -me, like four of the Hamath 
inscriptions which begin in the same way. This 
is evidently an ideographic representation of 
"speaking" or "saying," -me being the phonetic com­
plement or final syllable of the word. In J. II. the 

place of the ideograph is taken by what, as Mr. Rylands 

pointed out to me, is a " hieratic" form of the character, 
more carefully drawn in J. III., lines 2, 4, 5, where it 

repres~nts a face with a word, in the shape of a lozenge, 
proceeding out of it. The place of -me is also taken 
by a vase-shaped character which I conjecture to have 
a phonetic value, expressing the pronunciation of the 
word " he says." That -me was the suffix of the third 

person singular, may be gathered from the proper 
names Tarku-di-me, Sanda-sar-me (King of Kilikia, B.c. 

660), and Uas-sur-me (King of Tubal, B.c. 738). 
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The Assyrian inscriptions show that Tarku or Tar­

khus was the name of a god, and Sanda (also written 

Sandu) is plainly the snn-god Sandon who, as Ed. 
Meyer has proved, was not the chief deity of Lydia, 

as is sometimes supposed, but of Kilikia. Hence 

the three proper names enumerated above will mean 
the gods Tarkus, Sandon and U as "do" or " are" so­

and-so. 
Let us now return to our proper name X. This is 

written with four characters in J. II. 1 and III. 2-

the last character being the head of an ibex in the first 

instance, and of a goat in the second - with five 
characters in J. III. 3, and with six characters 

in J. I. 1, 2 and 4, 5. The first three characters are 

always the same; the last of them being the verbal 
suffix-me, and where the name is written with five 
or six characters, the fourth character is also the 

same. 
In J. I. 1, where the name appears with six charac­

ters, its position at the beginning of the inscription and 
after the word " he says," indicates that it must be in 

the nominative case, and since the last character is one 
which occurs very frequently at the ends of groups of 

characters or words, the obvious inference is that it 

denotes the suffix of the nominative case. This in­
ference is confirmed by the fact that it interchanges 

with two or three other characters of similarly frequent 

occunence at the ends of words, as well as by the fact 
that two or more words occasionally follow one another, 



THE HITTITE INSCRIPTIONS. 173 

like noun and adjective, with this character attached 
to each of them. 

What the termination of the nominative in Hittite 
proper names was, seems to be told us by the Assyrian 
and Egyptian texts, in which they constantly end ins. 
We may therefore provisionally assume that this 

character, which looks like a yoke, fi, had the value 
of es. 

Now the bilingual inscription of Tarkondemos has 
taught us that the goat's head had the value of tarku, 
which in the nominative would be tarkv,s. Conse­
quently, where it is replaced by two, or three, other 
characters (the word being in the nominative), we must 
give to these the values of tar-ku-es (J. I. 1, 2), tar-ku-* 
(J. I. 4-5), and tar-!cu(s 1) (J. III. 3), the flower having 
the value of tar, the shaduf and cord, ;t the value of 
lcu, and the shaduf alone the value of ku(s 1), while 
the arm or glove found in J. I. 5, and used like es as a 
suffix must, for the present, remain undetermined. 
This conclusion is verified by a coin of Tarsus, on which 
we find not only t-r-z in Aramaic letters and TEPl:I in 

Greek, but also the flower of the Hittite inscriptions. 1 

The :flower also symbolizes the name of a god at Boghaz 
Keui, who stands on the heads of two priests and has a 
goat at his side. A cuneiform inscription copied by 
Mr. W. M. Ramsay at Kaisarieh informs us that Tar 
was the name of a Kappadokian deity. 

1 Barclay V. Head : " The Coinage of Lydia and Persia," p. 45, and 
plate iii. 11. 
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That the shaduf without the cords, which I have 

provisionally transcribed ku(s ?), really had the value of 

lcus, may be inferred in the following way. Three of 

the inscriptions from Hamath (H. I., II. and IV.) pre­
sent the same text with only one or two variations. 
One of these variations comes at the end of the text, 

where the last character, the ideograph of king, is pre­
ceded in one instance by a group of characters, the last 
of which is the nominat.ival es, and in the other 

instance by a group which terminates with the cordless 
shadM. The ideograph which follows them makes it 

probable that the two groups represent proper names, 

and we shall see presently that this probability is 
raised to a certainty by the fact that they are both 

compounds, the first elements of which are the names 
of Sandon and another god. I believe that I have 

found both names on the sqneeze of the inscription 
taken by Dr. Gwyther at Merash. 

The first explanation that strikes us of the inter­

change of these two proper names is that one is the 
actual name and the other a patronymic ; and several 

facts go to show that ku-s is really a patronymic suffix. 
Thus in J. I. 2-3, the royal name X, with the nomina­

tive suffix (after the insertion of a title or two, the first 

of which is "king") is followed by what must be a 

proper name, since it is preceded, as we shall see, by 
the determinative ot' an individual. This name ter­

minates in kus, followed by er (as determined by the 

bilingual inscription; this er is shown by a comparison 
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of passages to be a suffix). What is apparently another 
proper name comes after it, also terminating in kus and 
er. This name, which we will call Z, the second 
name being Y, is formed by a character which seems 
to be the same as that which is read dime on the boss 
of Tarkondemos. 

At all events, the same character, followed by the 

phonetic complement me and the nominative suffix -es, 
in the first line of an inscription copied by Mr. Bos­
cawen at Carchemish, is defined by the words "the 
king of the country of . . . .," the word preceding it, 
which is unfortunately broken, being apparently the 
one I have shown to mean "he says." I see there-· 

fore no way of avoiding the conclusion that in J. I. 
the king Ta(1)-*-me-Tarkus gives the names of his 
father and grandfather, and that the inscription copied 
by Mr. Boscawen belongs to the grandfather, Z or 

Dimes. 
The Hamath texts afford a further proof that -lcus 

represents the patronymic suffix. Three of them begin 
with the word " he says ;'' then comes a bar which must 

denote supremacy, since it is thrice (J. I. 2, 5 ; III. 3) 
placed over a man's head clad in the royal cap and 
followed by the ideograph of "king.'' Next we have 
what, as we shall see, is the determinative of an 

individual; then a character which, for reasons to be 

given below, I read tu or to, then me (or ve), and lastly 
the nominatival es. This gives us the name Turnes 

or Tuves, with which it is tempting to compare 
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that of Tou or Toi, the king of Hamath in the time of 
David. 

Turnes is followed by another word also in the 
nominative, and that again by a group composed of 
an arm between two curious objects and the suffixes 
ku and es. This latter group occurs in a list of proper 
names in the inscription discovered by Mr. Ramsay at 
Bor (Tyana), line 2. It will be noticed that the suffix 
-kus or ku-es is usually accompanied by the small 
semicircle @, which I therefore conclude is the ideo­
graphic representative of sonship or origin. Some­
times this semicircle stands by itself without its 
phonetic exponent (as in the name first quoted from 
the inscription of Bor) ; in this case we must read it 
ku or kus. 

The patronymic suffix, as might be expected, not only 
signified a man's parentage, but also the race from 
which he was sprung. In J. I. 1, and II. 1, the king of 
Carchemish is called king of a country, the name of 
which is represented by three lines to which I conjec­
turally give the value of khattu. As this character is 
followed by the nominatival suffix, it is clear that the 
Hittites often substituted an adjective for a genitive, 
saying, for example, " Carchemishian king" instead of 
" king of Carchemish." Now in J. III. 3, the king is 
called khattu(?)-kus, the ideograph of country being 
omitted, and this is immediately preceded by another 
word, which I conjecture to read "Carchemish," to 
which the suffix -kus is also attached. The mark, <D, 
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which comes between them, may express the conjunc­
tion " and." 1 

I have just noticed that the determinative prefix of 
" country'' may be sometimes omitted. This is also 
the case with the determinative prefix of divinity. The 
meaning of this ideograph-which seems to be a 
degenerated form of the winged solar disk-is given us 
by the sculptures of Boghaz Keui, where it is prefixed 
to the names and symbols of the various deities whose 
figures are carved upon the rock. It is similarly pre­
fixed to the name of a goddess at Eyuk.2 But it is 
wanting before the name of the god 'l'arkus in the 
name of Tarku-dimes, and in J. III. 3, we have the 
names of three divjnities placed side by side, each with 
the nominative suffix, but all without the determinative, 
though the thfrd name represents a god at Bogha.z 
Keui, who has the winged solar disk above his 
head and a curved staff in his right hand, while the 
:first name is found with the determinative in the 

very next line of the inscription from Carchemish 
(J. III. 4). 

So, again, the names of three divinities come together 
in J. III. 5, none of which have the determinative, 
though this is attached to the middle name in H. III. 1, 

1 The patronymic kits throws light on the name of the god Tarkus, 
which will be a patronymic of Tar, the name of another god, as we have 
seen above. It also explains the name of Sandakoa whom Apollodoros 
makes a Kilikian hero. Sandakos will be "the son of Sandon" the Sun­
god. 

~ See "Trane. Soc. Bib. Arch.," vii. 2, p. 258. 

N 
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and the Aleppo text (see also J. IV. 3). In the same way 

the determinative precedes the name of the god whose 

image is sculptured at Ibreez-as also in H. V. 3-but 

is omitted where this name forms the first element in 

that of the Hamathite king mentioned above (H. I. 3), 
as well as upon the Kouyunjik seals. From these facts 
we may conclude (1) that the determinative prefix of 
divinity was usually, if not always, omitted when a 
divine name entered into the composition of a proper 

name, and (2) that it might also be omitted when the 
divine name stood alone. 

There is another determinative prefix which I think 
can be made out with certainty, and which can 
similarly be inserted or dropped at the pleasure of the 
scribe. This is the determinative of an individual, 
oi, the use of which is clearly indicated by the in­
scription of Tyana. Here it is not only prefixed to 

the two royal names of son and father, with which the 
inscription begins, but also to what is evidently a 

series of proper names, since some of them have the 
patronymic suffix, while one of them, as I have already 
observed, i!3 a name that occurs in the Hamathite 

texts (H. I. 1, II. 1, IV. 1). It is represented by the 
arm between two objects, followed by the patronymic. 

In J. I. the name of king X is once written with the 
determinative (line 4), and the name of king Y twjce 

(lines 2, 3). Elsewhere the names appear without it, 

like the name of king Z (Dimes), which, however, is 

written with it in the inscription copied by Mr. 
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"Boscawen. The ideograph bears a most remarkable 

resemblance to the Egyptian hieroglyphic which 
-denotes the "half" of a royal cartouche, and I believe 
I have found cases in which it stands by itself in the 
sense of " person" or " name." 

The ideograph of plurality is, I think, the double 
semicircle ))([, which is attachoo as a determinative 
affix to the sign for "country," in H. I. 2, II. 2, IV. 2 

(where it is followed by a phonetic complement ; 
c£ III. 3.) In J. III. 3 the ideograph is attached to 
the verb "to speak," and here it is preceded both by 
the name of king X, and also by another name which 
occurs again in line 5, but this time without the 
determinative prefix. From J. II. 1, where the mutual 

action of shaking hands is represented, it would appear 
that me was the suffix of the third person plural as well 
as of the third person singular. 

I must now turn to the name of a deity which is 
mentioned both at lbreez (line 1) and at Hamath 

(H. V. 3). At lbreez a king is represented in the act 
of adoring a god, and since the inscription accompany­
ing the sculpture contains the name of only one divinity 
-that is, only once exhibits the determinative prefix 
of a deity-it is plain that this name must represent 
the god. This is rendered still more plain by the fact 

that the snake-like ideograph of which the name 
consists is really the ornament of the god's head-dress. 

Now we know what the name of this god was. He is 
figured with the same attributes on the coins of 

N 2 
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Tarsus, and was in fact the Kilikian Baal, whose 

native name has been shown by Ed. Meyer to have 

been Sandon or Sandan. 1 The name of the god, 

though without the determinative, forms the first part of 

the royal name which occurs on the Kouyunjik seals. 

In one example the name ends with the nominative 
suffix, preceded by me, between which and the name of 

Sandon comes a character of unknown sound. It is not 
difficult to determine who this prince Sandon-*-me-es 

must have been. The seals were deposited in the 
record chamber of Assur-bani-pal, and seem to have 
once been attached to documents in the shape of 
contracts. 

Now there were two princes of eastern Asia 
Minor, and two princes only, so far as we know, with 
whom Assur-bani-pal came into contact. These were 
Mugallu king of Tubal, and Sanda-sarme king of 

Kilikia. Sanda-sarme not only came to Nineveh him­

self, but his daughter was added to Assur-bani-pal's 
harem. 

As we know from a monument discovered by 
Langlois that the Hittite mode of writing was used in 
Kilikia, it is difficult not to conjecture that some at 

least of the Kouyunjik seals belong to the marriage­
contract of Sanda-sarme's daughter. It is equally 

1 I feel uncertain whether the name was pronounced Sanua or Sandu 
in Kilikian. In the inscriptions of Assur-bani-pal mention is made, not 
only of Sanda-sarme, but also or Sandu-arri, and the Greek writers have 
Sandau and Sanda-kos as well as Sandon. 
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difficult not to conclude that the Sanda-*-me(s) of the 
seals is the Sanda-sarme of the Assyrian inscriptions. 
This will give us the phonetic value of the character 
which follows the name of Sandon, and it is interesting 
to observe that the same proper name is found in the 
inscription of Tyana (line 3). 

A similar name occurs on one of M. Schlumberger's 
seals, the character sa1· being here replaced by the arm, 
which may have the same value. I believe that the 
name of Sanda-sarme also occurs in the genitive case on 
certain of the Kouyunjik seals,-where it is preceded by 
what is evidently a picture of a writing-tablet, with the 
two strings by which it was suspended. The character 
seems therefore to mean " seal ;" it is followed by the 
name of Sandon, and that again by two characters, 
one of which looks like a basket, while the other is a 
shepherd's crook. 

The basket is of very common occurrence in the 

inscriptions, so common, indeed, as to suggest that it 
represents a vow1::l. This is confirmed by our finding 
it sometimes omitted and sometimes inserted in the 

same word. Thus a word which from its position 

appears to signify " worshipping" begins simply with 
ku in the lbreez inscription, but with ku followed by 

the basket in H. V. 21 3. I therefore assign to the 
basket the value of u or o. Hence on the Kouyunjik 

.seals u will be the phonetic complement of Sand-u, 

the Greek Sand6n. 
Equally common, and frequently associated with u, 



DECIPHERMENT OF 

is another character, oUo, to which I give the value of 

e or l, for the following reasons. If we compare tw<> 
forms of the word just mentioned, which are found 

in H. III. 1, and V. 3, we shall see that ku-me (or 

ku-ve) takes the place of ku-u-e. In H. V. 1, again, the 
patronymic suffix, which is written ku-es in H. I. 1, is 
written ku-e-es. Like u, too, e is sometimes inserted 
and sometimes omitted in the same word. Conse­
quently the word which I render "worshipping" must 
be read kue, kumeku or rather kuveku being, I believe,. 

the first person singular. 
There are two other characters of which, I think, we 

may determine the phonetic values. The name of king Y 
is written with the horizontal arm ( 1 sar or sarus) in 

J. I. 2, with the uplifted arm followed by u-es in J. I. 3,. 

with the uplifted arm followed by the knotted cord, 
f, in J. I. 3, and by the sacred tree (a god's symbol,. 

apparently) fol!owed by the knotted cord in J. I. 5. 
It follows from this that the knotted cord was pro­
nounced ues or us. In J. I. 3, moreover, the name of' 

king Z is once written Dime(s)-kus-er (where er is 
perhaps the suffix of the dative), and once Dime(s)-ku­
*-er, the glove which I have denoted by an asterisk 
intervening between ku and er. It must therefore· 
have the value of se. 

I now pass on to one or two characters for which I 

wouid propose phonetic values with greater hesitation~ 

I have already noticed that the kings of Carchemish 

call themselves kings of" the country III.,'' the numeral 
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III. being apparently the ideographic representative of 
"Hittites." 

In J. III. 2, however, this ideographic mode of repre­
senting the name of the country i'3 replaced by two 
characters, which seem to be phonetic, followed by 
the suffix se-e-se, or -sese. Now at Hamath the ter­
ritorial name is always expressed in this phonetic 

fashion. Here we have (H. I. 2) x-y-si-i:s, (H. II. 2) 
x-y-sis, and (H. IV. 2) x-sis. Comparing these three 
ways of writing the name, we should have lchattu or 
!chat for x and tu or to for y. I make the vowel of the 
second character u, on account of the pro]_.)er name 
Khattu-khi found on the Assyrian monuments. Sinca 
the people of Carchernish were called Hittites by all 

their neighbours, whether Egyptian, Assyrian, Hebrew, 
or Vannic, it is probable that this was also the name 
by which they called themselves. 1 

Two of M. Schlumberger's seals contain a name 

which consists of two characters, the first of which is 
the hieratic form of the ideograph of "speaking," while 
the second is er. Then comes the title " king of the 

country III." I am inclined to compare the name with 
that of Sangara, the king of Carchemish, who is men­
tioned by Shalmanezer III. If this comparison is 

1 .A.n ideograph, the meaning of which is pretty clear, though I can 
auggest no phonetic reading for it, is the solar disk. This stanJs at the 
beginning of the inscription of Merash, and is followed by the ideograph 
of "king" and a proper name. It can hardly, therefore, have any other 
signification than "behold.'' In J. III. 5, it is preceded by the deter­
minative of divinity and m'.lst here, accordingly, denote the Sun-god. 
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right, the word "to speak" will have been pronounced 

san,qa. But the comparison is of course very doubtful, 

and the Egyptian monuments mention other Hittite 

princes-Mauthaner, Sapzar-whose names terminated 

m e1· or ar. 

The end of a paragraph was indicated by a small 
oblique line, as I pointed out, in 1882, in the "Trans­

actions of the Society of Biblical Archreology" (vii 1, 

p. 301). Good examples of its use occur in J. III., 

as well as in the first line of H. I. and II., and it is 
attached to the final e of one of M. Schlumberger's seals 
and to the final me of the boss of Tarkondemos. A similar 

line indicates the end of a Kappadokian cuneiform in­
scription, copied at Kaisariyeh by Mr. Ramsay. 

As will have been seen from the foregoing investiga• 
tion, the Hittite system of writing resembled that of 

the Egyptians or of the Assyrians ; or, in fact, of any 
people which employed hieroglyphics. The writing 

was partly ideographic, partly phonetic, and made use 
of determinatives. The phonetic characters, as in 

Egyptian or Assyrian, sometimes represented a mono­

syllable, sometimes a dissyllable, 8ometimes both. Thus 

tfi) may be ideographically read Dimes with the nomi­

native suffix, but more usually it would represent the 
dissyllabic dime. At times, however, the phonetic com­

plement me might be added, and in this case it would 

read di. The ideographs seem to be attached to the 

phonetic characters which represent the sound of the 

word they express almost as often as in Egyptian, 
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though of course they may also stand alone without 
any phonetic complement, or with only the grammatical 
suffixes expressed. 

Thus at Ibreez and in H. V. 2, the word kue is 
written without any determinative; in H. III. 1 and 
V. 3, the ideograph of a man's profile ancl neck is 
added, and in H. III. 4 this ideograph stands alone 
without the phonetic !cu. These determinative ideo­
graphs must be distinguished from those which, as in 
Egyptian, may be added to a phonetically written 
word, because they have the same sound (though not 
the same meaning) as the latter. 

Thus in J. III. 4, the double boot is evidently the de­
terminative of a word signifying "to go," of which tar 

(or with its suffixes tar-lcue) is the phonetic equivalent. 
On the other hand, the single boot must be appended to 
the word !cue in J. III. 4, merely because it had the 
same pronunciation. 

The phonetic and determinative ideographs may be 
expected to occur together, and I fancy that we have 
an example of this at lbreez. Here the figure of a 
musical instrument is attached to the phonetic charac­
ters se-tu, the signification of which is defined by the 
addition of an arm in the attitude of offering. As 

in other hieroglyphic scripts, moreover, the Hittite 

characters ought to be polyphonous, but I have as yet 
met with only one possible case of this. We have just 
seen that the boot seems to have the value of kfie. 

But a comparison of a proper name in J. II. 3, 8, with 
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its patronymic in J. II. 7 and IV. 1, 4, goes to show 
that it had also the value of mesi. 

The Hittite writing is always boustrophedon, and 

the first line reads from right to left, except in the case 

of the first inscription at Ibreez, which is made to 
proceed from the head of the deity, and accordingly 

runs from left to right. A word does not end with a 

line, and the lines read from the direction towards 
which the characters look. All known Hittite in­

scriptions, with the single exception of that of Tyana 
(Bor), are in relief. 

The forms of the characters vary very much, not only 

on monuments coming from different localities, but even 
on those of the same locality and the same age. We 

have only to compare the three monuments of king Ta(1)­
me-Tarkus from Carchemish to discover this. Hence 

the resemblance of the forms of the characters in the 
cartouche near the image of "Niobe" on Mount Sipylos 

in Lydia to those found at Carchemish is very striking, 
and makes it probable that those who sculptured the 

"Niobe" were conquerors from Carchemish. 

The inscriptions of Hamath show us in several in­

stances what may be termed hieratic forms. Thus the 

character tu, which has the form of a hand in J. I. 4, 

J. II. 6, 7, and J. III. 2, 4, has become unrecognizable 

in H. I. 2, 3, 4, &c. ; and the form of si presents a 

similar difference in J. III. 5 and H. I. 3. 

The same character may vary in shape, however, 

even in the same inscription ; in J. I. 4, for instance, 
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the bird resembles an eagle (as in J. III. I, 5), where­
as in line 2 it is more like a dove, and in J. II. 3 it 
looks like a duck. A good deal of latitude, in fact, 
was left to the taste or skill of the engraver; thus the 
character er, which Mr. Rylands believes to represent 

the bent leg of a doe, is depicted on the bcss of 
Tarkondemos with hair upon it, like the hair on the 
leg of Tarkondemos himself; everywhere else this 
detail is omitted. 

By way of conclusion I will give tentative renderings 
of one or two of the inscriptions, in so far, at least, as 

the method of decipherment I have been explaining 
will enable us to make them out. The historical infer­
ences to be derived from these translations must be 
left for others to draw. The inscription copied at 
Ibreez by Mr. Ramsay between the head and arm of 
the principal figure is as follows :-

" Worshipper of the god Sandon, the great (god), 
the twice-mighty {prince) Eu .. es offers vegetable 
offerings of grapes." 

The name of the king, which occurs again in the first 
and second lines of the second inscription of Ibreez, 
is also the name of the king to whom the inscription of 

Tyana belongs. Here the name is preceded by the 
determinative prefix and he is called "the son of Setu­

eses (or Sedu-eses) the king of the Kuuns." The 
word tm·-e at Ibreez seems to mean "vegetables," tar 

being the picture of a flower, and we may gather from 
the sculpture that es here signifies "a bunch of grapes." 
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The three short inscriptions of Hamath (H. I., II. and 

III.) may be rendered thus :-" Says the prince : Tuves 

(1 Tou) . . . . erses, the son of . . . . king of the 

country of Ereku . . (1) the supreme (1) king of 
countries : . . . . the king of the land of the Hittites, 

the powerful, .... ruler, .... (the son of Sandu­
setue(1)) the king." In H. V. the name of Tuves is 

omitted. 
J. II. commences with the words: '' Says Ta (1) ... 

me-Tarkus the king of the bull country, the king of 

the land of the Hittites : the goddess of Carchernish 
has caused an alliance," between himself and Mesi and 
another person, whose son E .... is mentioned in 

lines 5 and 8. 
Such attempts at translation are no doubt very 

meagre and unsatisfactory ; but if the method pursued 

in the preceding pages is a Round one, they stand at 
all events on a firm foundation, and with the help of 
fresh materials may lead on to more important results. 
It must not be forgotten that the inscriptions we 
possess at present are but few and mutilated, and 
we must not, therefore, expect our endeavours to 
decipher them to be more than a beginning. But 

in this, as in so many things else, the beginning is 
half the whole. 

A. H. SA. YCE. 
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Jerablus, 61, 63 
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Ka.isariyeh, 61, 173, 184 
Kallas, M., 139 
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Karabel, 58, 59, 160, 163 
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Kefr Hatta, 49 
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Kemi, 26, 33, 109, 134 
K,p-no,, 701 126 
Khar, 13 
Khatta.i, 70 
Khatte, 39 
Kha.ttu, 175, 182 
Khattu-khi, 182 
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Kher, 77 
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Kheta-sira, 27, 33, 82 
Xhethites (Hittites), 14, 51 
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Khirpasa.r, 72 
Khisasap, 3 r 
Khissap, 77 
Khita. Peruvian, 131 
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Kings of the Hittites, 42, 116 
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Kolkhians, 159 
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Komana, 75 
Korykos, 16o 
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Kuai, 83 
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Kulek Boghaz, 148 
Kurds, 61, 81 
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Kurt Dagh, 62 
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of the Hittites, 49, 5 1 
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Lueizeh (Luz), 49 
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battle of, 1-14, 135 
Mesi, 187 
Mesopotamia, 16, 18, 21, 37 
Meyer, Ed., 171, 179 
Migdol battle, 35 
Mina of Carchemish, 67 
Mineptah II., the Pharaoh of 
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Tarkodimatos, 159 
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Tarthisebu, 27, 66, SI 
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noticed non-Hellenic charac­

ters in certain scripts for 
which he sought a common 
source, 69, 70 

Tayyarah bridge, 140 
Tell Erfad, 63 
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Trojans, 53, 59 
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Urma Nofirura (Hittite princess), 

34 
Urme, 16o 
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Vile king ofthe Hittites, 21 
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Western Asia, kings of, 52 

· Wilson, Col. Sir Charles, 57, 59; 
153 

discoveries, 57, 86 
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